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ABOARD THE TITANIC

In the wake of disaster
Delt Hero goes down
in history




ther than January 1st, April 15th is the
second most popular date when peaple
make decisions for the future. In the case
of April 15th, it is usually a resolution to do
something about paying less in current taxes.
It is also @ time when many reflect on the tax
bill the government has waiting for us after we
are gone. Novval Stephens, Chatrman of the
Delt Foundation, wanted to share his story.

[ think it all started when my wife and I had
one of our periodic meetings with our attor-
nev and estate planner. At the end of it,
having seen the ravages of taxes presented,
I asked the attorney to tell me how much I
would have to pay the government if Diane
and I walked out and were hit by a bus,
The figure had six zeroes behind it. [ think
that was nine or ten years ago. It was the
catalyst for some hard thinking and some
action that we are now very happy we took.

First, we set up a unitorm gift to minor
accounts for every one of our now eleven
grandchildren. We got more serious about
the charities to which we give money. We
follow a national guideline which rates
charities in terms of their administrative
efficiency. (By the way, we've used that
same discipline on ourselves in managing
the Delta Tau Delta Educational
Foundation). While we do some charitable
giving during the year, we've found it wisest
to gather the appeals and sit down about
the 1st of December and review them. We
found that many charities keep mailing
even after you have given during the year.
This system saved us from duplicate giving
unless it was something that we wanted to
do. (The Delta Tau Delta

Educational Foundation stops sending
appeals to you after you have given. The
donors get The Delt World and all T do in
that is try to say thank you and give some
inside information on what's going on with-
in the Fraternity and among the alumni}.

And then the stock market took off. We
had some stock that had appreciated to 100
times what I had paid for it. A Charitable
Remainder Uni-Trust (CRUT) was recom-
mended. The CRUT allowed us to put
money into a trust and make an initial des-
ignation of the charities and institutions

that would receive the money on the basis
of shares assigned to each. These included
our church, DePauw University, Delta Tau
Delta, Kappa Alpha Theta and my Chapter.
The benefit of a CRUT is the donor can
change institutions to receive the funds but
cannot retake the corpus of the trust. We
were getting slightly over a 1% return on
the stock that we put into the CRUT and
planned on the basis of taking 5% of the
market value of the CRUT in income each
year. On that basis we more than tripled
the income from the stock we donated and
received a tax credit of approximately 1/3
of the amount donated. Enough of a tax
write-off that we paid only about half as
much tax over the last two years as we
would have paid. Now, roughly 20 months
later, the CRUT is 1/3 higher in value and,
as a result, we're receiving 1/3 more
income than we did the first year and we
have done nothing but cash the checks.
Another benefit of the CRUT is that we can
add to the body of the trust at any time and
get comparable benefits.

There are other forms of trusts that may be
more suitable to other families, but the
combination of direct giving; giving of
appreciated stock and this CRUT has
worked very well for Diane and me. Even
though vou will want to talk to your attor-
ney or planner about it, if you want to call
me, don't hesitate. My home number is
847.382.1588. If you are as unwilling to
give large sums of money to the government
as [ was, we should talk,

—Norval Stephens
DePaww 51

For more information on the Foundation contact:
Ken File

Executive Vice President

11711 N. Meridian, Suite 100

Carmel, IN 46032

317/818-3050

dtdkaf@deltshq.org
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Since its founding the Fraternity has always served
as a microcosm of society, helping its members
grapple with the issues of the day. In its early
Titanic went down in years, it was the pursuit of literary freedom. As

i) ot dia time has passed, the”obstacles to ils progress” have
become more complex and their solutions less black
and white. This Rainbow presents the first of a
two-part series on diversity—a subject Greek
organazations on every college campus are
grappling with today. While some of you may find
the series’ focus disturbing, it is my hope that it will
serve as a catalyst to provide an ongoing forum for
debate.

From the Delt Webmaster: Please refer to the Delt Web page [www.dells.org}
shouldyouahenpttohyathapterlinkﬂmtisd&adorneedoneﬂutisnot
included with the chapter report section. The most current chapter links are

o ite always kept on the Delt Web page. There are also links for chapters that
100 Cairiel. might not have submitted a chapter report for the past issue.




. - »
— - A a*
2 - - - - -
- -
- < - " -
- -
- - - a--
. - - ™ T L -
=B — '- - e i -
-
-
-
- -3 -
- —_— - tee - G
- o i -—
-_



/
L s ABOARD THE
» 3 3 \1.. 4 .

he story of the Titanic has

intrigued people and brought

forth an interest that has lasted

for over eighty years. On May

14, 1912, exactly one month

after, the sinking of Titanic, Hollywood

released the first Titanic movie. The film
starring actress Dorothy Gibson, a

survivor of the tragedy, was .

was titled: Saved From The

Titanic. The film was a hit

and ‘box office receipts

‘wele huge. Subacque t

fmovies and later television

N continued to interest the

public and consequently

kept the Titaniclegend alive.

These included Saved From the

Titanic (1912); Titanic (1943);

Titanic (1953);

- . (1958); S.0.8. Titanic (1979) U.S. TV

Mini Series; Raise the Titanic (1980);

Titanica (1992); and Titanic (1996) U.S.

T.V. Mini Series on CBS. But it has been

James Cameron’s epic film Titanic

- (1997) which has rekindled the world’s

hunger to know more of the events

which surrounded the tragedy more

. than €ighty years ago=Archibald Butt,

- el Unttversily of @’ South 1888, was a major

In lthe wake
sasler, a Jmame
r0es down wilh
... il ool

72 M[Mfg/.'

A Night to Remember

political force in 1912 and an honored
Titanic hero, yet today he is hardly
remembered. Most Titanic books scarce-
ly mention him and most films ignore
him entirely, save for the musical cur-
rently playing on Broadway. Most likely
it’s due to his quiet competence and his
kind nature which figured so impor-
tantly that night of April 14th.
But to understand his legacy
on that fateful night and the
character which supported
it, we must first go back
mnetv years to the birth of
the Titanic itself. Her name
was publicly announced on
April 1908 and the laying of
her keel blocks began on
March 31, 1909. During the ensu-
ing two years, parts and plating would
come from all parts of the globe to be
assembled into the world’s mightiest
ship: steel from Scotland; teak from
Siam; fabrics from Holland; the
immense rudder and stern castings
from Durham. Craftsmen adorned her
with stained-glass windows, rich carpet-
ing, elaborate chandeliers, and magnifi-
cently carved paneling. From the world
over to the Harland and Wolff shipyard



Major Butt stayed

in one of the Titanic's
sumptuous first

class cabins

in Dublin would come everything neces-
sary 1o build a craft with one mission in mind: to
be the finest ship ever built, Her strength and
classic beauty were to astonish the world.

When completed, the Titanic and her
appointments would provide enjoyment and a
sensc of security for all aboard. Her comforts

would have been unknown to passengers of any
shiphoard class as recently as two decades
before—gentle music and soft lights, cuisine to
tempt all palates, open decks with spaces for
strolling and relaxing.

As the new White Star leviathan rested in
her berth, she seemed truly to be a
“Wondership.” More than a sixth of a mile
long, the towering Titanic loomed over the
water like the side of a vast cliff. Sightseers
streamed into Southampton fo sce the giant
and some were left practically speechless by her
size. “When the Titanic steams into the
Hudson,” proclaimed the New York Times, “New
Yorkers will see a ship that is more than four
city blocks long...As for the passenger accom-
modations, they are among the most gorgeous
of any ship ever built.”

In safety, too, it was believed, the Titanic
was the ultimate achievement. The Titanic was
equipped with sixieen watertight compart
ments, designed so that the ship would float
safely even if the two largest sections were flood-
ed with water—an exceedingly unlikely event.
Flectrically controlled watertight doors separat-
ed the compartments, which could be instantly
closed form the captain’s bridge. She was
declared, by her owners, literally “unsinkable.”

On April 10, 1912, a gusty Wednesday in
Southampton, England, the Board of Trade
completed its inspection of muster lists and
satety devises. declaring that the Titanic was
ready to receive passengers. At 9:30 the first of
the Tifanic’s passengers began to siream into
the White Star Dock.

At 11:30 in the morning, many of the
Titanic's wealthiest passengers pulled up at the
dock on the special firsi-class boat train from
London, ornamented with rich blue upholstery
and gold braid, Among the noteworthy arrivals
was W. T. Stead, who was regarded as the most
brilliant journalist in England. The white-
bearded social eritic was the influential editor
of the Pull Mall Gazette and, at President Taft's
personal request, was coming (o speak at the
World Peace Conference at Carnegie Hall in
New York. His traveling companion, another
distinguished first-class passenger, was Major
Archibald W. Butt, University of the South 1888.

Born in Augusta, Georgia on September
26, 1865. Archie, as he preferred to be called,
was freckled-face and red-headed and, it was
said, “like most red-headed fellows he was as
loyal as they make him.” Archibald Butt
worked for evervthing he got and he was always
working for something. Many Augusta people
remembered how a certain sandy-haired boy
diligently performed any jobs that a willing lad
could do for a widowed mother as he grew into
a tall and distinguished looking gentleman.
The Episcopal Bishop of Florida had a parish
on “The Hill" when the Butts lived in Augusta
and had always had an interest in Archie, He
selected him for the ministry and with this pur
pose in view he arranged for him to attend the
University of the South in Sewanee. But in his
six vears at Sewanee in the Academic
Department he became more interested in
newspaper work than in anything else.

His history was the history of many a boy
whose people had suffered from the ravages of
the Civil War and who owed to the love and
selfsacrifice of a widowed mother all his oppor-
tunities of education and training for the work
of life. At Sewanee, Mrs. Butt was for a time
the University Librarian and the family lived in
the Library building which later became the
Hodgson Infirmary. Thus it was perfectly nat-
ural for Mrs. Butt’s sons to gain a liking for
books. Archie especially, was fond of reading

and would often become interested in hooks of

which his fellow students had not heard.

He was a good deal of a dreamer in his
college days and something that was away from
the thing at hand was always better for him,

And so he did not follow the regular prescribed
courses but would bob up serenely now in
English, now in Latin and again in Modern
Languages. But he lived with books and had
the reading habit, so that his six years at
Sewanee were by no means wasted. Though a
dreamer he was not a visionary. He was the
kind of dreamer that glides softly, quietly,
smoothly on but explores just the same. A pro-
gressive dreamer. shall we call him? For true,
he loved to keep things moving, always advanc-
ing. He had an unusual ability for starting, or
for concentrating any movement, and in times
of stress with his command of tact he was quite
a peacemaker. He knew just how to smooth
this fellow’s ruffled feelings, or touch up that
tellow who might not be doing all he could.

Archie was in every activity that demanded
any artistic ability and he was especially fond of
dramatics. His “Tong gangly expression” can
easily be noted in the college dramatic club pic-
tures of his day. He was in his element at social
functions and usually it was his decorative tal-
ent that made the Beta Theta shelter so attrac-
tive at reception times.

It is rather curious that he had a strong
dislike for the military department of the
University, and on the occasion of his first pro-
motion from private o corporal he immediate-
ly resigned the higher standing. At that time
the juniors were obliged to drill and the seniors
were exempt, so Butt worked with all his might
to become a senior and was a happy fellow
when at length he could stand off and watch
the other students on parade. He could Jaugh
at them but he would never place himself in a
position where “the laugh was on him.” He
had too much tact for that.

In his day there was at Sewanee a monthly
magazine called The Cap and Goum, published
by the students. This magazine was devoted to
long dissertations on Truth, Virtue, etc., or to
essays on excecdingly uninteresting doctrinal
subjects. The progressive dreamer Buit came
along and gave expression to his ideas in a little
paper called The Connaisseur which was printed
daily during the commencement week. This
paper dealt with up-to-date happenings and
proved very popular. Itlater grew into The
Sewanee Times which supplanted The Cap and
Gown which, in wrn, developed into The
Sewanee Purple, 1t was just here that Butt
showed his ability as an enterprising organizer
and to him what may be called the new journal
istic movement at Sewanee is credited. To his
interest in this paper and to his wide reading
may be traced some of his later success as a
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Major Butt and
his friends had
just retired to
the First Class
Smoking Lounge
when the ice-
berg’s impact
was felt.

service February 2, 1901, He was the head of
the Office of Land Transportation until April
1903, when he was ordered to Washington,

DC. On the islands, however, that same ahili-

ty for starting or for concentrating any move-
ment which he showed in college was crystal-
lized in the wonderful organization of the lit-
tle brown army of teamsters. By capable direc-
ton and instruction he developed 1,500
Filipinos into good teamsters and packers who
rendered valuable service to the Government,

In Washington he was placed in charge
of the Quartermaster Depot for three years,
an office that had never been filled by an offi-
cer of lower rank than a Lieutenant Colonel.
In September, 1906, he was made Depot
Quartermaster at Havana, Cuba, and served in
that capacity until May 1908 when he was
appointed the President’s Military Aide, a
position created by Teddy Roosevelt. He
received his Commission to Major on March
3. 1908 and Major Butt made out of his new
office, which might have been a purely orna-
mental thing, a position of worth, service and
value.

Out in Washington's Rock Creek Park once,
when the creek was full to overflowing,
President Roosevelt said to him: “Arch, would-
n't it be fine to go in as we are and make it
across?” “At your command, Mr. President,” said
Butt, “It would be jolly.”

In they went, and the two rushed afoot
double quick the three miles back to The
White House in their dripping clothing,

Major Butt liked the strenuousity of

Roosevelt. It gave
him the action he
sought. To Talt he
was devoted and
when Taft hecame
president in 1908,
Major Butt contin-
ued as Military
Aide to the
President where
his fine presence,
his ready tact, his
unfailing good
humor and his
firm resolution
made him indis-
pensable to his
chief.

Major Butt’s
usefulness at offi-
cial functions at
the White House
was legendary. Ata reception given for the
leading members of America’s judiciary, he
presented an incredible 1,275 people 1o
President Talt in a single hour.

Butt was also exceptionally loyal to Taft, At
the White House New Year's reception of
1912, Butt had jacked up the Secret Service’s
guest counting machines by a thousand, so
that Taft would not have be faced with such a
stark statement of his unpopularity, That was
the kind of man Archibald Butt was.

Once, when he brought President Tat to
Sewanee, the procession of automobiles was
headed out Highland Avenue to the Country
Club for a midday meal. He and several Beta
Theta alumni who were also in the car talked
ahout the condition of fellow Delt Gen. Rufus
N. Rhodes who was on his deathbed. The
President said, “Splendid fellow! Let's stop
the car behind us and go by and leave my
card, We can return in a few moments.”

As the antomobile stopped in front of
the Rhodes home, Mr., Taft said: “Archie, take
my card and inquire of Mrs. Rhodes the
General's condition.”

“Have you a card, Mr. President?”
prompily asked Buit, delving into the inner-
mosi recesses of his gaudily bedecked, gold
laced uniform, in his efforts to find one, The
President was doing likewise in the only pock-
ct of his clothes he could reach. The Secret
Service man in the front seat, was likewise,
feeling about with both hands for a card.

“That's like you, Archie!” said the
President, a bit miffed.

“I cannot carry all this uniform and your
cards, too,” said Butt, as he alighted and hur-
ried to meet Mrs. Rhodes, who was coming
from her residence to speak with the
President.

As the party left, President Taft smilingly
said: “Archie, you are a great boy.”

His service as the Military Aide brought
him not only into prominence before the pub-
lic but into its recognition of his ability as a man
of affairs of State. In his relations with two
Presidents he maintamed always his indepen-
dence and his frankness. He developed a
strong friendship with both men but by the last
year of Talt's presidency Butt was canght in an
impossible situation. Taft had become extreme-
lv unpopular by this fime and Roosevelt was
heginning to make overtures of running again
to defeat Taft. Butt was tom between these two
men and had been feeling exceedingly fatigued
and stressed. Persuaded that a trip might do
him good, he requested a leave of absence to
travel to Europe and relax before being drawn
in to the upcoming presidential campaign.

While abroad he had traveled to Rome
to meet with the pope and King Victor
Emmanuel on hehalf of President Taft. He
was now renurning home on the sumptuous
Titanic in the company of his good friend, the
famous artist and former war correspondent,
Francis D. Millet.

fter subsequent stops to pick up addi-

tional passengers, with 1,321 passengers

and 908 erew members aboard. the

massive ship’s great whistles intoned
three times and the ship finally steamed out
for the open sea which lead to home, The
blue-green ocean was calm and the sun rose in
a sky of circular clouds. Passengers whiled away
the hours reading, writing letters and strolling
along the decks of the magnificent ship.
Ouiside of a small fire that had erupted in the
ship's coal bunkers, there was nothing out of
the ordinary to concern the captain or the crew.
save for the wireless warnings of ice that the
Titanic had been receiving, Despite these ice
alerts, however, the Titanic raced across the vast
and calm Atlantic, intent on setting a new
record for speed. The engines churned and
the great ship steamed steadily ahcad.

A couple of uneventful days had passed
and, to most of those on board, the only sign
of changing sea conditions was the sudden
drop in temperature as the afternoon of the
I4th wore on. That evening, Major Butt had
dined with Captain Smith at the Widener din-



ner party in the a la carte restaurant. a popu-
lar place for Titanic’s first class 1o meet and
people watch. As the hours passed, passengers
settled down for another quiet evening on the
sea. Major Butt and other prominent first
class men retired to the comfortable smoking
room where they talked politics and traded
stories of travel and adventure.

By 11:40 p.m., stewards were turning
down the lights throughout the Titanic’s emp-
tving public rooms, and the last social gather-
ings were finally breaking up. Most of the pas-
sengers had already gone to bed. The great
ship was calm and silent, from her grand
saloons to her empty corridors, as she raced
through the brilliant, moonless night.

Up in the crow’s nest. a crewman suddenly
spotied a pinnacled black mass of ice toward
which the Titanic was directly hurtling, and jerk-
ing the wamning bell three times, sputtered
“lceberg, right ahead!” into the phone to the
bridge.

The lookout clung on as the Titanic’s
prow swerved slowly to port. Instead of smash-
ing into the towering berg head on, she
scraped against the looming ice for a full ten
seconds on her starboard side. To those in
the first class cabins the impact was deemed
an annovance at best and volumes have been
written about those who heeded the earliest
warnings...and those who would not, still
believing that, as one deckhand had promised
anxious passengers back in Southampton,
“God himself could not sink this ship.”

In reality, the frigid 28 degree water of
the north Atantic had made the steel compo-
sition of the time brittle and it would later be
discovered that the Tifanic s riveted plates had
separated in six places from the impact. Major
Butt was informed by Captain Smith that the
ship was doomed and that the lifeboats were
being readied. Butt immediately sprang into
action and became almost another officer on
board the ship. He gave words of encourage-
ment to the weeping women and children,
and gave stern commands when needed to
the slow and inefficient crew members.

Mrs. Henrv B. Harris, a Titanic survivor
said, “This whole world should rise in praise
of Major Butt. That man's conduct will
remain in my memory forever; the way he
showed some of the other men how to behave
when women and children were suffering that
awful mental fear that came when we had to
be huddled in those boats. Major Butt was
near me, and [ know very nearly everything he

did.”

“When the order to take to the hoats
came he became as one in supreme com-
mand. You would have thought he was at a
White House reception, so cool and calm was
he. A dozen or so women became hysterical
all at once as something connected with a
lifeboat went wrong. Major Butt stepped to
them and said: “Really, vou must not act like
that; we are all going to see you through this
thing." He helped the sailors rearrange the
rope or chain that had gone wrong and lifted
some of the women in with gallantry. His was
the manner we associate with the word aristo-
crat”

“When the time came for it, he was a
man to be feared. In one of the earlier boats
fifty women, it seemed, were about to be low-
ered when a man, suddenly panicstricken,
ran to the stern of it. Major Butt shot one
arm out, caught him by the neck and jerked
him backward like a pillow. His head cracked
against a rail and he was stunned.”

“Sorry," said Major Butt; ‘women will be
attended 1o first or I'll break every damned
bone in vour bodv.” Years later, a letter would
be sent to another male survivor who, after
having been ordered away by Major Butt,
slipped from the crowd, disappeared and after
a few moments was seen coming from his
stateroom dressed in women's clothing which
was recognized as garments his wife had worn
en route,”

The boats were lowered away one by one,
and as Mrs. Harris stood by her husband, he
said to her: “Thank God for Archie Bur.”
Perhaps Major Butt heard it for he urned his
face toward her for a second. Just at that ime
a young man was arguing to get into a
lifeboat, and Butt had hold of the lad by the
arm like a big brother and appeared to be
telling him to keep his head.

“I was one of the three first cabin women
in our collapsible boat, the rest were steerage
people,” said Harris. Major Butt helped those
poor frightened people so wonderfully, tender-
Iv. and vet with such cool and manly firmness.”

Marie Young of Washington, DC. was
probably the last survivor to see Major Butt
alive. She remembered, “The last person to
whom I spoke on board the Titanic was Archie
Butt, and his good, brave face, smiling at me
from the deck of the steamer was the last [
could distinguish as the boat I was in pulled
away from the steamer’s side. Archie put me
into the boat, wrapped blankets around me,
and tucked me in as carefullv as if we were
starting for a motor ride. He entered the boat

ABoOARD THE TITANIC

with me, performing the little courtesies as
calmlyv and with as smiling a face as if death
was far awav, instead of being but a few
moments removed from him.”

“When he had carefully wrapped me up,
he stepped upon the gunwale of the boat and
lifting his hat, smiled down at me.”

“Good-bve, Miss Young.” he said, bravely
and smilinglv. “Luck is with vou. Will vou kind-
Iv remember me to all the folks back home:™

“Then he stepped to the deck of the
steamer and the boat I was in was lowered in
the water. It was the last boat to leave the
ship; of this I am certain. And I know that I
am the last of those who were saved to whom
Archie Butt spoke. As our boat was lowered
and left the side of the steamer, Archie was
still standing at the rail. looking down at me.
His hat was raised and the same old. genial,
brave smile was on his face. The picture he
made as he stood there, hat in hand, brave

and smiling, is one that will always linger in As Hle wounded
RN ; Titanic sank lower

= S o into the frigid

At 2:00 am. the last boat, Collapsible D.  porthern Atlantic,
left the ship. It was now 2:05 am. more than ~ Archie Butt carefully
1.500 people were still aboard. Major Burr, ~ assisted women and
Clarence Moore, Arthur Rverson and Walter d"”’e".lm the

blas . (RS0 2 few available
Doublas stood silently together. The Titanic lifeboats.




This

large tablet
commemorating
Archie Butt can
be found in the
basement crypt of
Washington, DC's
National Cathedral

sank lower and lower at the bow, and the
stern began to rise out of the water. There was
little time now. According to published
reports, Archie had asked the terrorstricken
members of the band to continue to play and
the music had a remarkably calming effect. By
this time, the deck became so steep that band-
master Hartley released the musicians from
duty. Alone, he began the first notes of a sim-
ple hymn. One by one the bandsmen, choos-
ing not to leave, joined in. It was the last song
the band would play and the last song sur-
vivors heard before the boat broke into two
pieces. The debate by eyewitness accounts has
continued to this day as to whether their final
number was Aufumn, an old Episcopal hymn,
or Nearer My God to Thee. Minutes later the
entire band was washed away by a sudden wave
as the Titanic made its last plunge, falling more
than two miles to the ocean floor.

While it remains unclear as to exactly
when, Archibald Butt perished that night in the
trigid waters of the north Adantic but, unlike
many of his comrades, his remains were never
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recovered,

From the testimony of those who escaped
that night, Archie Butt showed himself to the
very last to be a brave and knightly gentleman,
He worked hard to keep the frightened men
from crowding the women out of the boats.
And so he went down to death, courageous and
high-hearted, true to his ideas, faithful to the ra-
ditions of his people, his trust in the Lord his
God, a knight without fear and without
reproach. Many stories regarding Butt’s gallantry
were printed in the press after the tragedy. In a
book titled: Memonial Edition Sinking of the Titanic-
Thrilling Staries Told By Survivors, entered accord-
ing to act of Congress in the year 1912, by Geo.
W. Bertron, The Office of the Librarian of
Congress, at Washington, DC., US.A., a special
page is devoted to the memorial services held
for Archibald Butt in Augusta, Georgia. The fol-
lowing is from that page:

“Fifteen hundred sincere mourners for
Major Archibald W. Butt, lost on the Titanic,
wept unashamed at his home in Augusta,
Georgia, on May 2, when President Talt called
his former aid affectionately by his first name
and choked with tears as he paid a personal
tribute to the army officer. It was a splendid
memorial service for the soldier, where all
Augusta paid homage to his memory.
President Taft was the main speaker. He was
deeply affected by the solemn ritual. “If Archie
could have selected a time to die he would
have chosen the one God gave him,” the
President said, his voice broken with emotion.
*His life was spent in self-sacrifice, serving oth-
ers. His forgetfulness of self had become a part
of his nature. I couldn’t prepare anything in
advance to say here,” the President continued.
‘1 tried, but couldn't. He was too near me. He
was loyal to my predecessor, Mr. Roosevelt,
who selected him to be military aid, and to me
he had become as a son or a brother.™

After Major Burt's Memorial Service and
along with Teddy Roosevelt leaving the
Republican party after Taft's nomination, Taft
fell into a deep depression. Had he lived, con-
jectured many, Butt was the only man who
might have successfully mediated the bitter dis-
pute between Roosevelt and Taft that split the
Republican party and resulted in the election
of Woodrow Wilson in 1912,

Within two weeks of the Titanic disaster,
the women of America organized to create a
lasting tribute to the men of the Tifanic that
gave their lives so others could live. The
memorial fund was created and the fund’s sec-
retary, Natalie F. Hammond, a veteran of the

National Civic Federation, enlisted the wives or
widows of John Hay, President William
Howard Taft, Theodore Roosevelt, Woodrow
Wilson, William Randolph Hearst and many
other notable people to support a national
elfort to raise five hundred thousand dollars to
erect this memorial. Helen H. Taft, First Lady
of the United States donated the first dollar,
and announced that she was “glad to do this in
gratitude to the chivalry of American manhood.”

Hammond and the other organizers of
the fund took pride in the fact that women
were entirely responsible for administering
and supporting their project. The winning
design, submitted by Gertrude Vanderbilt
Whitney, featured “a white marble figure of
Heroism, a man of noble proportions, fifieen
fect high, the face, the arms, and whole pos-
ture of the body exemplifying a willing sacri-
fice, a smiling welcome to death.”

The memorial was unveiled by Mrs.
William Howard Taft in May of 1931. President
and Mrs. Hoover were present and even
though the depression was now in full swing
most of the speeches given that day spoke of
chivalry and the men who protected their fam-
ilies from death by giving up their own lives. It
seemed ironic to be speaking of such virtues at
a time when the men of America were helpless
in protecting their families from hunger and
homelessness. Representative Robert Luce of
Massachusetts told the audience that the dif-
ference between men’s and women’s survival
rates was “the reason for this memorial and
our presence here today.” This was also an odd
statement considering the times, but soon even
those present would realize that this memorial
paid tribute to just a few and that the ideals of
the past were gone for good.

In Washington, a fountain in a small park
across from The White House was subsequent-
ly built in Butt's honor and in Arlington ceme-
tery, the Butt Memorial Marker erected by his
brothers on the site his grave was to have been
had his body been found. A handsome bronze
memorial in the crypt of the National
Cathedral was installed and a bridge named in
his honor in his hometown of Augusta,

Not to be outdone, immediately after the
Titanic disaster, Beta Theta Chapter had also
begun a campaign to erect a suitable memorial
to so gallant a soldier. This movement was
confined to the chapter alumni, although
many others contributed to the fund. When
school opened in the fall of 1912, the
Memorial Committee announced that the nec-
essary monies had been raised and the memor-



ial completed. Designed by Arthur Howard
Noll, University of the South 1888 and a class-
mate of Butt, the bronze tablet was unveiled

on September 26—what would have been
Major Butt's forty-sixth birthday. The tablet
was mounted on oak taken from the old St
Augustine’s Chapel. which Archie Butt attend-
ed in his student days, and placed on the
north wall of the new All Saints Chapel.
Brother Bertram Page Johnson was present

and, at a sign from Brother Noll who made the

presentation for the chapter, drew back the
flag and unveiled the beautiful memorial.
Francis W. Ambler, University of the South 1958,
read the following poem by Edward Porter.

A Soldier’s Death! Perchance it may be said
That he who swears fo serve his native land
Most fittingly should die ‘mid battle’s mighty rear.
0, 5{.;\' not so! To save is nobler than to slay.
You lived as soldiers should; and so you died:
Strong, genile; firm, yet kind. Without reproach
You lived, and without Jfear you penishe r!'.

A good knight, tried and true, belov'd by all;
In Peace and War you served most faithfully:
And ‘twas in War you died, leading a hope forlom

The chapter mem-
bers remained stand-
ing all the while in their places in the choir,
and took part in the processional and reces-

stonal hymns with the regular University Choir.

Bishop Thomas F. Gailor, the University
Chancellor. delivered this acceptance speech
on the University's part:

“It is not an uncommon occurrence here
at Sewanee for the members of a Greek Letter
Fraternity to put up a memorial in their frater-
nity hall to one of their brothers, who has
died. Butin the present instance the

Memorial Committee of the Board of Trustees
has permitted the tablet erected by the mem-
bers of the Delta Tau Delta Fraternity to the
memory of Archibald W. Butt to occupy a con-
\picunu\ place in the University Chapel. For
Archie’s service to his countrv and his heroic

death carried his fame bevond the walls of his
fraternity and beyond the borders of his uni-
versity. We are glad and proud to feel, that, in
his life and in his death, he was an honor and
a credit to the traditions of the South and to
the manhood of the American people.”

“ remember him very well as a student:

he was under me when I was ¢
about six vears.

1aplain, for
There was nothing remark-
able about him, He was not a genius; but he
was manly, straightforward and a gentleman.
He had the refinement, the courtesy, and the
chivalry which we have tried so hard to incul-
cate here. Sewanee taught Archie Butt that life
was poor and sterile thing without faith and
trust in God. The quality of Archie Butt’s
manhood, that makes his memory helpful and
precious to us all, was its simple genuineness.
The grace of God enabled him to preserve the
simplicity and sincerity of his vouth.”

In the end, the
sinking of the unsink-
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went themselves. Ove '1“.'1

ic's demise also marked the end of a

g evervthir

the Tite

weneral feeling of confidence. Never again
would the world be quite so sure of them-
selves. In technology, the unsinkable ship—
perhaps man'’s greatest engineering achieve-
ment—went down the first time it sailed. And

this supreme achievement was so terribly

Ise? If wealtl

fragile, what about everything

meant so little on this cold April night, did it
mean so much the rest of the vear What trou-
bled people especially was not just the
tragedv—or even its needlessness—but the ele-
If the Titanic had heeded
it had received, if

the night had been rough or moonlit, if the

ment of fate in it all.

any of the sixice warnin

berg had been seen 15 seconds sooner—or

later. if she had carried enough boats...h
one of these ifs been different every life might
have been saved.

It was said throughout his life that Archie
Butt could not make a speech. Yet the farewell
he gave in his chivalrous fashion when he
helped the last woman to leave the fated
Titanic—a farewell of courage and lovalty, a

farewell that showed the big heart of the man,
was better than any speech. In the words of the
Celine Di
rent Titani

on’s haunting theme from the cur-

“Far across the distance and
spaces between us, you have come to show vou
oo on. Near, far, wherever vou are, [ believe
that the heart does go on.”

Having relived the tragedy of that fateful
night and reflecting back. nearly a century
later, on Archie Butt’s heroic selflessness and
sacrifice, communicating the limitless capaciry
of his heart for goodness will touch the hearts
of his fellow Delts and see to it that as an inspi-
ration to us all, his heart, too, goes on. B
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“Are you fifteen years old?

That was the only question asked of early
aspirants to membership in Delta Tau
Delta. More properly, we should say that
was the only formal question asked of a
candidate which had anything to do with
his eligibility for membership. Previously,
mn personal relations with members,
whether he knew them to be members or
not, there had been plenty of questions,
No doubt, he knew one or two of the
members, and perhaps he suspected that
other classmates with whom he had talked
were also members, but the real eligibility
question had come as part of his day-to-
day relationship with all the members of
the chapter. In all probability there were
not more than eight or ten of them,

Clhallonge c
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because the early chapters were small,
closely-knit groups and the campus life in
mid-nineteenth century was, in itself, an
experience in small group living. Each
candidate for membership was well
known to all the members, and even
before he became a candidate he was
probably discussed very thoroughly by all
the brothers, The thought of any qualifi-
cations for membership, other than the
minimum age, probably never occurred
to the members. It was an understood
fact that any man to become a brother lit-
erally had to be acceptable as a brother to
all the other members, because he was in

D E L T S

truth being admitted to their small family
circle,

Under the social mores of that period,
it was never considered that any man who
was not of the white race, was not a
Christian might be considered for mem-
bership. In fact, the question of accept-
ability went farther than that. Some chap-
ters had their charters lifted because they
had initiated men who were considered
“hayseeds” by members of other chapter-
tarm boys whose rustic clothes and lack of
social graces betrayed their origins.

The problem was not a large one,
because there were extremely few college
students during that period who came
from other than the “acceptable” groups.

If you check the role of members of
Beta Chapter, you'll find No. 188, class of

1895 was one Saki
Taro Murayami.
Saki was one of
several men sent
by the Japanese
government to
study in the
United States. He
was a cousin of the
Japanese Emperor,
the son of the
Japanese ambas-
sador to the
United States, and

e would later
become Captain of
the Japanese
Imperial Guard
and be wounded
in the Russo-Japanese War, never to
return to the United States.

Although there was no prohibition of
such initiations at the time, the reaction
of many members were distinctly unfavor-
able, and the chapter called to account
for its actions, the result being formally
censured by the Arch Chapter. Although
there is no written record to support the
thesis, that case no doubt led to the adop-
tion of restrictions in eligibility which
were written into the Constitution shortly
thereafter.

At first such restrictions were not spe-

cific. In the Constitution of 1858, hand-
written in a cipher, there is no mention of
any membership qualifications.

In a new Constitution adopted in
1870, the wording was changed to, “No
member of any other secret fraternity in
any college can be eligible. To be fitted
for membership in this Fraternity. a man
must be firm in good moral principles,
give evidence of superior intellectual
applications and ability, must have
attained the age of fifteen years and the
unanimous vote of the chapter.”

No further change was made until
1883, when the age was raised to 16, rec-
ognizing the policy of the Fraternity in
not initiating men enrolled in high
schools or preparatory schools.

In the ill-fated 1887 Constitution, for
the first time non-Aryan students were
excluded. In the 1889 revision. which was
passed and ratified, the membership qual-
ifications included the phrase, “He must
be of the Aryan race.”

What is probably the first controversy
over religion as a basis for eligihility to
membership occurred in 1899 when
Lowrie McLurg, at that time the Supreme

Judge, in answer to a question declared

the sections of the Ritual which demand-
ed that the candidate must affirm that he
believes in the existence of a Supreme
Intellectual Being, and that his atatude is
friendly to the Christian religion were
unconstitutional because the require-
ments were not included in the wording
of Article 1, section 1 of the Constitution
which defined requirements of member-
ship. At the next Karmnea, in 1901, the
Ritualist of the Fraternity, John A. Bolard,
offered an amendment to the
Constitution which read, “To be fitted for
membership in the Fraternity; a candidate
must possess these qualifications; He
must be firm in good moral principles; he
must give evidence of superior intellectual
ability, and he must believe in the
Christian religion.” The President of the
Fraternity at that time was Edwin Holt
Hughes, later to be a Bishop in the
Methodist church. Stepping down from
the chair, Brother Hughes amended the



motion to read, “He must believe in a
Supreme Intellectual Being.” The division
of opinion regarding actual spelling out
of such requirements was not written into
the membership requirements although
the Ritual required the use of a Christian
prayer.

In 1915, the Karnea acted to strength-
en the racial requirement by adding the
wording “and not of the Black, Malay,
Mongolian or Semitic races”. This was
proposed by the Arch Chapter and passed
by the Karmea. In 1923 an attempt was
made at the Karnea to amend the
Constitution by striking out the language
specifying ineligible races, but the motion
was defeated, an action which proved
most untortunate for the Fraternity in
later vears.

ith the influence of the W.W.II

veterans. the race and reli-

gion discrimination clauses in

the national fraternity char-
ters were being challenged. At Stanford
University, for example, the administra-
tion concwred with the students and
placed an ultimatum for either the elimina-
tion of such clauses or closure of those
chapters. Some fraternities on these cam-
puses decided to “go local,” but with the
loss of the national letters and the loss of
support of the alumni, those fraternities
soon vanished from Stanford and other
campuses.

At the 1946 Karnea in Chicago the
committee on Constitution and Laws held
a two hour forum where about 75 dele-
gates discussed the membership require-
ments restrictng eligibility to certain parts
of the white race.

Two vears later, at the 1948 Karnea,
the committee on Constitution and Laws
reported a proposal to strike out the
clause in the Constitution which read,

“He must be of

the Aryvan .l“d(_'t‘ R SR
and not of the the 1962 Karnea in
Black, Malay, New Orleans grappled
Mongolian or with how to deal with
MONgOAn OF — geta Rho who violated
Semitic races. the Constitution's
The motion was membership

restrictions.
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tabled by a vote of 190 to 44.
At a subsequent Rarnea it was discoy-

ered that Beta Rho Chapter had violated
the anti-Semitic clause of the Constitution
by pledging Iloyd Dinkespiel, a Jew,
whose father was, at the time, chairman of
Stanford’s Board of Trustees. As the
information surfaced the Arch Chapter
sought to address the issue. While many
chapters in the east had either secretly ini-
tiated Jews or had initiated members who
had kept their Jewish ancesury secret, Beta
Rho was the first to openly offer member-
ship to someone whose ethnicity was
known to all before hand—and did not
try to hide it.

In his presidential address W. Harold
Brenton said in 1950, “Our Fraternity 15
being attacked together with other frater-
nities because of constitutional restric-
tions included in the qualifications for
membership. This restriction 1s a part of
our Constitution and can only be changed
by the Karnea delegates with ratification
by the chapters.”

“Should our Karnea delegates and
chapters wish a change it can be voted
according to our Constitution. The right
to change, however, belongs to our
Fraternity membership and the decision
should be ours and not dictated and influ-

enced by others,

At the
Karnea of 1952, the
committée on reso-
lutions submitted
the !r;[]i:\\'i]lgf
*Whereas in recent
vears there have
been numerous dis-
cussions at the
Karnea and at divi-
sion conferences
concerning the
Fraternity’s mem-
bership qualifica-
tions clause, and
the effect that
retention, deletion
or amendment of
this might have on
the individual chap-
ters in the
Fraternity, and whereas it is highly desir-
able that full factual information be
obtained to serve as a means of enlight-
ened future discussion on this matter,
now theretfore be it resolved that the
incoming President of the Fraternity by
and with the consent of the Arch Chapter
be authorized and directed to appoint a
commission of not less than three nor
more than five members of Delta Tan
Delta for the purpose of gathering, study-
ing and disseminating factual information
on the problems and various aspects of
the membership qualifications provision;
and be it further resolved that the means
of reporting and disseminating of such
information be at such times and i such
manner that the commission shall deem
appropriate.” This resolution was adopted
by the Karnea.

At the 1956 Karnea in Houston, after
much debate and many amendments,
including much parliamentary maneuver-
g, the language including the racial
restrictions was taken out of the
Constitution and instead new language
was inserted which read, “In recognition
of the national character of Delta Tau
Delta, he must be free of attributes which
make him unacceptable to the Fraternity

as a whole™. A complete new section was

added that said, “No undergraduate chap-
ter shall enter into any relationship giving
any appearance of prospective member-
ship with any person not socially accept-
able to all members of the Fraternity”.

It didn’t take too much foresight tor
anyone to see that such language was real-
Iy meaningless, because it would have
required the approval of 45,000 members
to make a decision.

By the time the 1958 Karnea rolled
around, an amendment was proposed
changing the procedures so that if any
member or prospective member of the
Fraternity might be of questionable
acceptability, the Arch Chapter would not
make the decision, but would pass the hot
potato on to a committee of five members
of the chapter concerned, all alumni of
that college or university. That alumni
committee would conduct an investiga-
tion and report its findings to the Arch
Chapter.

In the middle of the 1950s through
the first half of the 1960s. during the peri-
od of rather violent unrest on campuses
across the country, there was also a great
deal of rebellion against authority. In the
case of the fraternities, this started as a
movement o change requirements for
membership in the organizations, and
Delta Tan Delta devoted much time for
discussion of this subject at regional, divi-
sional and national meetings. This wave
was followed by a move to overturn the
unanimous approval required for election
to membership, a concept which had
existed unchallenged since our founding.
"This movement had bitter opposition
among Delts who had long embraced the
concept of brotherhood and felt that any
member of the Fraternity must be accept-
able to all members, Nevertheless, after
much debate and some evolutionary
changes the outcome was a majority
approval instead of a unanimous
approval.

At the 1960 Karnea, times were chang-
ing rapidly. The social rules under which
one generation had matured were not the
same rules being applied on campuses at
the ime. The new rules hadn’t vet been



written, but were in a state of violent flux.
Again the population of our campuses was
undergoing a violent change, in some

ways just as violent as the shift in earlier
vears from the classic 1o the practical edu-
cation. The same question faced the
Fraternitv: By what yardsticks shall we
Judge our membership? In the earlier
years, it was the citv boy versus the country
boy: the sophisticate versus the naive.

The 1962 Kamea would prove to be a
pivotal period in the direction the
Fraternity took as far as diversity was con-
cerned. Unaware that it was prohibited,
Beta Rho Chapter had recently pledged
Morrison Warren, a prominent black ath-
lete who was highly respected and uni-
formly well-liked among the chapter
members. When the chapter consultant
arrived for a routine visit, the pledging
was discovered and a fluny of phone calls
ensued with the Central Office. Word
quickly got out on campus and the chap-
ter was backed by a tremendous display of
support from Stanford. The university’s
official statement was that if the Fraternity
were to discipline Beta Rho, the entire
Pac 10 would sanction Delt chapters on
their campuses.

The issue, to the Stanford Delts, quick-
Iv changed from one of being unin-
formed about the rules to a stance that
“No one was going to push us around.”
The chapter started to receive harassing
telephone calls from other chapters, pre-
dominantly in the south. *How could you
do this to us? To the Fraternity?” some
said. Others threatened reprisals, warning
that, if something wasn't done, they would
be sorry by the time Karnea got there.

The chapter went on the offensive,
writing letters to other chapters which
they thought might be sympathetic to
their cause.

Arriving at the Karnea in Louisiana,
the site of the Ruby Bridges controversy, a
member of the Stanford delegation
remembers, “We were under fire from the
moment we landed. The Arch Chapter
wasn't taking an up front position on it
and the fact that it was in New Orleans
put us in the belly of the beast.”

What had started out as a non-issue
became a flashpoint for the chapter. "We
knew that there were only two solutions—
either we would get to keep Warren or we
would leave the Fraternity,” said Steve
Arch. “Morrie's involvement with us was a
free and open association and had noth-
ing to do with the fact that he was black.
He didn’t join to be a pioneer—he joined
because he just wanted to live in the
house with us.”

As the main Karnea business session
approached, the Beta Rho delegation
anticipated the real possibility that it
could be expelled from the Fraternity for
pledging Morrie. The delegation, which
consisted of John Skeen, Chip Miles and
Steve Arch, spent a great deal of time
behind the scenes talking with members
of individual chapters, hosting cocktail
parties to help get the delegate votes in
their camp and discussing strategy. Their
cause was aided greatly by the fact that
Tom C. Clark, soon to be an Arch
Chapter member, and a sitting Supreme
Court Justice, had just participated in the
landmark decision that effectively ended
segregation in the schools.

While President Clark was unable to
vote, according to a Stanford delegate “he
stood as a symbol of the appropriateness
of what we had done.”

Despite heated debate and frank, if
not insensitive comments directed to the
floor at Beta Rho's expense, in the end, it
was resolved that Beta Rho Chapter be
censured for “disregarding the national
character of Delta Tau Delta.” Their tri-
umphant return to campus that fall and
subsequent campus notoriety enabled the
Sigma Nus next door to successtully make
theirs a national cause and help strike
down similar restrictive language in their
own constitution. Morrison Warren, the
pledge under question was initiated on
March 3, 1963, going on to become Vice
President of Bank One in the Phoenix
area where he still lives today.

Despite this huge step forward, the
membership qualifications continued to
produce problems. Again in 1964 there

was considerable debate on the matter.

THE DIVERSITY

In 1968, the Constitution was amend-
ed further to provide for a pr cedure
whereby membership or prospective
membership in the Fraternity of any indi-
vidual could be questioned by any mem-
ber on the basis of the individual’s accept-
ahility to the Fraternity as a whole.

The President at the time said, “ am
convinced that the majority of Delts
believe that there should never be second
class Delts, accepted in certain places and
not accepted in others.”

At the 1970 Kamea., for the first ime
in a quarter century there was no discus-
sion of membership qualifications, thus,
for a time, closing the book on one of the
longest and most difficult struggles for
reform in the annals of our Fraternity.
There 1s no guarantee that other issues
may not be raised in connection with
membership: the whole story illustrates
perhaps as well as anv other single
episode