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ANCIENT MYSTERIES,

Their History, Ceremonies and Initlations,

BY J. 8, HARTZEL, OF TATU.

SEVENTH PAPER.

XIII. MYSTERIES OF MYTHRAE.

These mysteries also arose in Persia, and in-
stituted by Zeradusht, or Zoraster, concerning
whose time of life nothing definite is known.
We saw in the last section of these articles that
Yoraster reorganized the order ef Magi, and es-
tablished a religion common to the Persians,
Chaldeans, Parthians, Medes and other Asi-
atiec nations.

The doetrines taught in these mysteries were
simply an enlargement on, or full development
and explanation of the Zend religion, as re-
corded in the Zend Avesta. The personages
dwelt on in the lectures were as follows: Or-
muzd, or god of light, and Ahriman, the god of
darkness, and the Sun-God, or mediator be-
tween these two; the Supreme Being, the cre-
ator of all things, and from whom sprung all
other gods, whose name signified “time without
bounds;” the superior genii, Amshaspands, who
were the messengers of his will and constant
companions; the inferior genii, Izeds, the guard-
ian angels of the world, whose chief was Mith-
ras, and the spirits of the kingdom of darkness,
of which innumerable hosts six were arcli—deos
and the rest deos. These two opposing forces
of numberless spiritual beings of high and low
rand are continually warring with each other,
seeking, the one for the corruption and destruc-
tion of the human race, the other for the defeat
of the bad principle and the happiness of the
race in the bosom of the Supreme Being. A
very great many things of great interest are
connected with the doctrines of these myster-
ies, which time and space will not permit us to
enumerate, but which can be read to advantage
in any extensive history of philosophy, as
Ueberwegs, for example, The sun was wor-
shipped as the residence of the god of light
and the home of Mithras. He was represented
as a youth in a Phrygian turban, a mantle and
tunie, and as pressing his knee upon a bull,
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one of whose Lorns he holds with his left hand, | of the ereation according to the oriental notion

while his right plunges a dagger into his neck.

The astronomical significance of this was the| ‘
power of the sun over nature when in the gign | Ecn. and Europe.
ome

of Taurus,

Aforminga principal part of the sacred doctrines,

These mysteries passed from Asia into Af-
They were established at
in the time of Pompey, and traces of

The initiations, consisting of seven degrees, them may still be found in that part of Ger-

were of the most severe and disciplinary k,iild’
and unfrequently terminating in death. The
first thing needful was a system of purification

by water, fire and fasting, followed by the can- ]

didate’s introduction into a cavern representing
the world, and having the signs of the zodiac
painted on the walls and roof. Here he received
the mystic baptism of the order, and a sign on
his forehead; a crown presented on the point of
a sword was to be refused with the declaration,
“Mithras alone is my crown.” Having been
anointed with oil and erowned with olives. and
clothed with enchanted armor, he was led into
the first ervern for the first degree, Here he
heard, in black darkness the howling of beasts.
An occasional flash of lightning made it more

terrible for him, as it only made darkness|

and dangers visible. Hurried by his silent
guide to the den whence these noises issued,
he was suddenly thrust into their midst and
attacked by the initiated disguised as savage
beasts. Taken to the second cavern he was
again left in darkness, and in awful silence un-
til it ended in deafening thunder, which shook
the very earth he stood npon, and caused him
to quake with terror. Conducted in this way
through four more caverns, in which every
conceivable means was used to excite terror
and remorse and wavering; made to swim over
foaming and greedy floods anxicus for their vie-
tim; severely fasted, subject to the torments of
a life in the desert, and if Nicaestes can be re-
lied upon, roughly beaten with rods, buried up
to the neck for a number of days in the snow,
he was prepared for the instructions given in
the seventh and last cavern, called Sacellum,
in which darkness gave way to light, and the
archimagus, or chief priest, was approached by
the neophyte, as he sat on a gorgeous thronc
and surrounded by his assistants. An oath en-
Jjoining secrecy was administered, and the mys-
tic words were pronounced, chief of which was
the ineftable name of God. He wasnow clothed
in the sacred garments of the mystic order,
“This investiture consisted of the kare or coni-
cal cap, the candys or loose tunic of Mithras,
on which was depicted the celestial constella-
tions, the zone or belt, containing a represent-
ation of the figures of the zodiac, the pasto-
ral staff or crozier, alluding to the influence of
the sun in the labors of agrieulture, and the
golden serpent, which was placed in his bosom
as an emblem of his having regenerated and
made a disciple of Mithras, because the serpent,
hy ecasting its skin annually, was considered
in the mysteries, as symbol of regeneration.”
(Maurice’s Indian Antiq., vol. V., ch. 4). The
sacred instructions were also given, a history

many which was under Roman rule. They

were preseribed by the Senate in 878, and the

sacred cave destroyed by the Pretorian prefect.
XIV. Odinic, or Seandinavian Mysteries.

The historie origin of these rites is variously
stated. The most trustworthy theory is that
(and this is somewhat confirnied by the ancient
chronicles of Svandiaavia), they were brought
by Sigge, chief of the Aser, un Asiatic tribe from
Seythia, in the first century of the Christian
era, who with his people emigrated to the north-
ern part of Euarope, passing through the prinei-
pal empires in which he established his sons as
rulers, and educated the people in his mystie
faith- In this way he eame into possession of,
or rather his influence and that of his secret or-
der, was felt in Russia, among the Saxons and
the Franks, in Denmark, where his fifth son,
Skiold, was proelaimed king, and Sweden, whose
king, " Gyif, paid bhomage (o the wonderful
stranger, and was initiated into the order. He
soon  became naster of this kingdom also,
built Sigtuna, and made it the capital of his
empire, he wove his mysteries into the reli-
gion and mythology of his new empire, he
himself assuming the name of their supreme
deity, Odin; caused his mysteries, as far as pos-
sible without betrayving any of the seerets, to be
sung by the Scalds, or ancient minstrels of Den-
mark, Norway, Sweden and Iceland; established
a new code of laws, and fonnded the priesthood
of twelve Drottars, who conducted the secret
worship, administered justice, and prophesied the
future.

The ceremonies of initiation were explained
by three Drottars, who were called **High,”
“Hqually IMigh,” and “Highest.,”” It is not ne-
cessary to state the usual noises and frightful
sights intended to create terror in the neophyte,
as we have had them in every one of the mys-
teries reviewed, These were terminated by an
ozth, in which the neophyte swore submssion to
superior officers, to honor the gods, to protect and
defend his fraters at the hazard of his life, from
all enemies, and to avenge the death of all slain
companions. - b

The first part of the mysteries treated of the
death of Balder, the sun, the beautitul and lovely,
through the instrumentality of Loke, the prin-
ciple of winter, with a branch of mistletoe, and
for whom the gods and men mourned. Balder
had been made invulneralie, thiough the peti-
tons of Odin and Friga (the Scandinavian god-
dess of beauty), from everything but the mistle-
toe. Balder offered himself as a mark for the
gods to practice their skill on. Loke (evil), who
dlsmvered'the exception of the mistletoe, gave a
branch of it to Hoder, who was blind, which he
thrust into the body of Balder, who instantly ex-
pired. His body, after having been put into &
boat, was set afloat, while all the gods grieve
deeply for his loss. Tt is easy to see a relation-
¢hip in this legend with the murder of Adonis,
by the boar, of Osiris, by Typhon, and of Bac-

chus by the Titans. This legend was enacted

| March 15, 18'18 4
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and its significance explained in the following
manner: ‘I'he necphyte, having been purified in
the usual manner, was cenducted with naked
feet into the holy grotto, and in it led to the
grave of the prophetess Volva, amid usoal noises
and spectral appearances. Here, according to
instructions, he seeks tidings of Balder., She,
from her tumb, relates the foregoing legend, und
commands him to search for his body. Continu-
ing his journey, he soon hears the lamentations
for the death of Balder. Having been confined
in the Pastos (coffin}, and suffered penance, he is
again more earnestly instracted to search for the
body of Balder, and, by every possible means,
endeavor Lo restore him to life.  After traversing
pine =abterrunean pussages, and subjected to all
possible trials and sufferings, and most terrific
sights and sounds, he enters the Sacellum, and

sees Balder seated on a high throne; cheers and |

joyful acclamations now greeted him (as in the
HEoyplian mysterics), and the Secalds, (like the
priest of Isis) chanted suitable hymns,

We cannot cleze these mysteries without quot-
ing from Micoy the beautiful explanation of the
syinbolic meaning of the ash tree: *'The won-
derful ash tree Yggdrasil, ou which the earth is
supposed to rest, was the most notable and siniti-
cant svinbol in these mysteries. It was the sym-
bol of universal life. According to the ancient

BEdda, it stands over the well of time; its branch-

es extend over the world, its top reaches above
the heavens. It has three roots—one among the

gods, another ameng the giants, and a third un- |

der Hela. Near the niiddle root is the fountain
of wisdom—the well of Hymir. Near the heav-
enly root is the sacred fountain, by which the
gads hiold their eouncil and make known their
deeisions.  From this fountain rise three beauti-
fal maids—the Norus or Fatles—whose names are
Urdur, the Past; Verdandi, the Present; and
Slaild, the Futare. On the top of the tree imme-
diately under its Iofty branches, sits an eagle
with a hawk, the symboly of watehfulness, be-
tween his eyes, which possess great power and
wisdom; the squirrel Ratatosk (mischief) runs
up and down the tree, fanning strife between the
eagle and the serpent at the root, by whispering
to the one what the other says; four harts, which
represent the four winds, ream through its
branches and bite the buds; theserpent Nidhogge
(darkness) is perpetually gnawing at its roots;
the trunk of the tree decays, hut the holy maid-
ens eonstantly water its roots from the sacred
fountain, that it may not wither, The city on
the mountain is Adsgard, the name of the abode
of the gods, aceess to which is only gained by
crossing the bridge Bifrost—the rainbow. On
one end of the bridge is a citadel in which dwells
Heimdall, the warden appointed by the gods to
watch without ceasing, that no enemy ¢ross or
ever approach it. At the foot of the hill of As-
gard lies Midgard—middle earth—the dwelling
place of mortals. The earth thus formed is
round and flat, and the arched heavens above is
supported by four dwarfs called Austri, cast;
Vestri, west; Northri, north ; and Suthri, south.
The sea forms a belt around the earth, and be-
vond this belt is Jotenheim, the abode of the
giants, Incessant warfare is carried on between
the wicked giants who live in the gloomy region
and the noble heroes of Asgard, who defend the
inhabitants of Midgard from their invasions
These rites were celebrated, periodically, in the

temple of Thor, at Upsal, Sweden, and in that
of Frigga, on the island of Rugen. They exper-
ienced a profound influence on the life and
thought of the Scandinavian people. They
[a_ugl;t. the immortality of the soul, and this con-
vietion of eternity su possessed the Northmen
that they sought, rather than avoided, death.
Looking forward to the golden-roofed palace of
heroes—the glorious Vaihalla—the residence of
Odin, gleaming in the splendor of an everlasting
morning, where, as they were tanght by their
mysteries, they should join the innumerable
company of the brave, whom the beautiful Val-
kyrar had previously eonducted thither, they
stood, undismayed, in the face of the most apal-
ling dangers, and, with joyous songs, entered the
gloomy shades of the valley of death.”

THE DELTA TAU DELTA FRATERNITY —1TS
ORIGIN AND HISTORY,

BY J. 8. EATON,

VII. PAPER.

CHAP TERS.

It must have been about this lime (4. e. 1864-5)
or in the fall term of the following college year
that chapter Zela, formerly spoken of as estab-
lished at Washington, Pa., but supplanted by
| Gamma, teok its flight west and made its appear-
ance as the title of the chapter founded at Mon-
mouth College, Monmouth, Ill., recorded in the
catalogue, 1865. Here it must have existed sev-
eral years, as we will have oeeasion to notice in
the founding of another chapter. Conclusive
evidence of this was algo found in an old letter
written at Monmounth, Ill., March Z9th, 1871,
which stated the sending of the charter to Al-
pha, Delaware, O. This certainly indicates a
disorganization at a late date, and in another
place it mentions the withdrawal of all the mem-
bers except one, but what became of him, is a
question 1 ¢cannot solve, Perhaps he wandered
away, too, like the benighted subject in Ira I),
Sankey’s favorite * Ninety and Nine,” though we
hope not. As we have been following for some-
timescarcely anything more than changes made,
and now have the list complete thus far, by
taking for granted that Iota found its way fo
Jumestown Collegiate Institute, Jamestown, N.
Y., prior to the founding of the next, as was
overlooked until some time later. This might
easily happen, but it was established there be-
fore 1870, from the fact that it occupies a place
in the catalogue that year as a chapter in that
institution, but the exact date of its founding 18
nowhere given in the records to which 1 had ac-
cess. With this exception, un opportunity now
presents itself for a new addition. In the search
for this, there was found chapter Kappa, found-
ed Dec. 14th, 1865, at Poughkeepsie Military In-

|stitute, Poughkeepsie, N. Y., by J. 8. Finney, of

St. Louis, Mo., but it is very probable that it
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did not exist long, as a change took place two
years later. In this same year another change
1s found at Bethany College. Eta is changed 10
Theta, which was mentioned as a chapter found-
ed at Meadville, Pa., in 1863. But how long it
remained under this name I cannot determine,
though we will see farther on that it could not
have been over two years. The chapter at Mead-
ville, Pa., likewise received the name of Delia,
either at that time or soon after, which was be-
fore referred to as established at Morzantown,
W. Va., in 1861. This name it retained until
1875, But I cannot account for such a transfer of
names as this, unless Theta, at Meadville, was
somewhat on the decline, and thought it best Lo
lie over awhile, ;
of this, and the only thing 1 ean do is to leave
it for you to solve for yourseives,

Here comes a space hard to get over. A very
unsatisfactory record shows that chapter Lambda
was founded at Monmouth College, Monmouth,
I1l. The only way 1 know to reconcile this with
Zeta, which was mentioned as a chapter then, is
that whatever vacancies there may have been
before the founding of Kappa at Poughkeepsie,
N. Y., they must have been overlooked, and the
regular order of letters followed until near the
close, instead of the beginning of 1865. For this
reason, we notice next chapters ¥Mua, at Waynes-

burg, Pa., Mu, at Mt. Union, O., and Xi, at|

Galesburg, 11, all coming in between Kappa in
1865 and Oinicron the next year. Lambda cer-
tainly did not continue leng as a chapter at
Monmouth, I1l., and it would prohably be bet-
ter to consider Zeta as supplanting it, and the
neglect of re establishing defunet chapters prior
to Kappa receive its full weight. The only ser-
vice these four chapters render here, is Lo bridge
over this mighty chasin from Kappa to Omicron.

But even this we might consider of great im- |

portance, and ourselves happy to get across in
safety. As we will have more te say of each of
them hereafter in other connections, we will
pass on to notice next chapter Omicron, which

was established Dee. 14th, 1866, at the Ohio |

Wesleyan University, Delaware, 0. No men-
tion could be found of the person who estab-
lished it, «=* the chapter became one worthy of
notice, which .~ will consider under anuther
name. Now we 1aust go back again to our be-
loved Bethany, at which I perhaps left you in
amazement the last time, on account of the re-
mark in regard to Theta, According to old re-
cords chapter Pi was established there, March
30th, 1867, No name of any particular iounder

is given, but it would be very natural to sappose |

that there would be some old members of foriner
chapters still remaining there, who ecould per-
form this duty. Assuming that this explana-
tion is correct, it certainly must have stood for
some time, if we may be allowed to judge from
the list of members found under it, whichare
different from those in other lists, in connection
with chapters of this same institution. But in
the eatalogue of 1874 the names of all appear to-
gether under Theta, which must be cleared up
before we leave it this time. If this chapter Pi
did exist there it must have been changed again

rior to the close of 1869, and again reorganized
Ey C. L. Loos, of Bethany, W. Va., under the
name of Theta, and dated in the catalogue from
the time of its first receiving that name. This

js the last time we meet with any difficulty
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|lhere, from the fact that it has ever since re
 tained that name, and presented good prospeects
(for a promising chapter. It has undoubtedly
heen securing for itzelf a moere solid foundation.
This is evident, becanse there is not that ten-
dency to become disinterested, but the contrary,
| manifest zeai, which determings the destiny of
a chapter for good. Since 1874 it has ovcupied a
| prowmninent position in the fraternity, with which
|all members, 1 presume, are acguainted, and the
signs of the times now indicate a growing pros-
perity for this lately constituted corner-stone.

The next tu be considered is chapter Sigma,
established at flillsdale college, Hillsdale, Mich.,
Oct. 9th, 1867 by K. D. Curtis, of Clyde, 0. A
member of chapter Omieron, Delaware, O., at
I this time, and whose name can now be found in
| the same list under a different title, as will soon
be noticed., Sigma, most likely, did not bear
this name long, as a revision was made two
vears subsequent to this, and either at, or shortly
hefore the time it took the name of Kappa, form-
erly mentioned as a chapter at Poughkeepsie,
N. Y., in 1865. This name it still retaing, and
worthy is it of commendation. Situated as it
was under such eircumstances as are comuon
among some colleges, it was constrained to keep
within very narrow limits. Being opposed on
every hand, and bound down by “iron eclads,”’
there seemed to be but few privileges left to ils
memnbers for the promotion of their chapter,
With these adverse rules to guard, it only re-
quired the more earnest and skilliul work to
bring about the desired result, and from oeca-
sionai intimations this was not neglected. In
fact, it is almost a universal acknowledgment
among students, who are prohibited all freedom
for desired pleasure, that such rigorous rules only
[incite them to more strenuous efforts and cun-
Iningly devised plans to accomplish a victory,
than if placed on their own honor to observe the
leommon laws pertaining to such an institution,
as gentlemen, whether they belong to a frater-
nity or not. A point gained, even involving the
most hazardous attemps and liability of being
detected, is always acconmipanied with greater
|exultation than that, about which no one con-
leerns himself. This arises from that natural in-
ward tendeney and anibition of the majority of
students to elude professors, under such eircam-
stances, and this is many times acecomplished to
cne of failure. Notwithstanding these prohibi-
tions, Kappa rose to distinetion, and with Theta
|in 1874 it became another recognized chapter of
| eminence,

In the following year we discover the space
between the above-mentioned chapters, Py and
Sigma, filled up. - Why left vacant before, prob-
(ably arose from endeavors being made to estab-
ilish a chapter under this title, and another op-
portunity presenting itself for an addifionai one
| before their attempts were completed. Or, it
{may have occurred, perhaps, like some inei-
{dents more recent, namely, undue attention
| paid to the naming of chapters. Whatever the
cause may have been, chapter Rho was founded
| Feh, 20th, 1868, at Jamestown Cellegiate 1nsti-
itnto, Jamestown, N. Y., by James Prendergast,
of Kiantone, N. Y. Nothing more issaid about
it, and in view of a change of government, I
hasten to the close of this administration. From
the fact that almost an entire year elapses before
any visible signs of advancement, and the rather

| =
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slow progress previous to this, 1 take it as about
the last movement made by Alpha of Canons
burg, Pa. Though I am not certain just what
time the anticipated ehange took place, yet there
happens here such a long period of almost entire
inactivity, that I will commence with this suc-
ceeding year to unfold the administration of the
second constituted Alpha chapter.

[TO BE CONTINUED.]

HQU ESTIONINGS."”

|Belected. |

Tell me, oh dying day,
Before thoun fadest away,
Kissed by the sun.
Hast thon no vague regret,
Now that the sun hast set,
That life is done?

Tell me, oh rapturous night,
If the soft starry light
Fills thy desire?
Hast thoun no diseontent,
When the warm day is spent
Without its fire ?

Tell me, oh world remote,

If no light eshadows tloat
Over thy sy ?

Tell me, T fain would know
If longings come and go

After we die’

PARTING,

BY G. &,

White and small was the hand I pressed,

Behind the rose-covered cottage door,
While the moon rode slow in the azure west,
And the tremulous vines by the winds caressed.
Cast flickering shadows over the floor—
Swinging, swaying, and sighing lowly,
**Perfeet love iz the one thing holy.

Rosy and ripe were the lips T pressed
Behind the rose-covered cottage door,
While the orioles slept in their downy nest,
That swung in the vines by the wind caressed,
Cas'ing weird shadows over the floor— °
But the wind in the tremulous vine sung ever,
**Love must perish and hearts must sever.

THE DUTIES OF TO-DAY.

s botte o Soson CopIan b Ang 20

I remember that sometime in my early youth
I have read somewhere, or to have heard some
how—I know not where or how—a fable, in
which life was likened to a bridge, wide and
long, spanning a vast space from hirth to the
grave. Far down below and flowing darkly
everywhere, from its earliest approaches to its
uttermost end, was the black stream of Ruin and
Death. Upon and across this bridge, the seeth-
ing, struggling mass of humanity hurried. On
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its near approaches infants, children and youth
tottered, ran and walked. Towards and about
its centre manhood proudly and confidently trod
along, while on its furtherst confines old age in
its decrepitude leaned on its staff for support, and
stopping often, looked back, sighing. Often and
often one of the mass fell, helplessly, through
into the stream below, for scattered everywhere
in the floor of the bridge were cunningly hidden
trap-doors—small, but numerous in the early
part of the bridge, fewer toward the centre, but
many, so very many toward its further end that
one eould scarce walk without touching one of
them and dropping through.

Is the fuble a truth? See we anything in life
to warrant the simile? Are there any cunningly-
hidden trap-doors amid the vicissitudes of living?
Can you, from the recesses of memory, call up
any who on this bridge have fallen; not alone
those who have sunk into the black stream of
death, but those whose characters have fallen
through into the blacker waters of sickening
ruin ?

I know not how to tell you how muech my heart
s0 deeply feels of the anxiely and hope 1 harbor
for one people among that struggling mass—a
nation, the perfection of the restless outreachings
of eighteen centuries or more—that nation my
own. O, if man’s wisdom were ammensurate
with his loss, my beloved republic would be the
consurmination of the concentered hopes of the
will and good of all ages. [My time of prepara-
tion—but a few days—prevents me speaking to
you as I had hoped.] My subjeet is so broad—it
opens up =o grand and vast a view of life and its
resultants—prevents so many points of interest
and worth to note that I may be pardoned if in
passing along with you through this grand plain
of thought I shall only call a flower now and
then from its collected thousands—stop to single
out the notes of a few heautiful birds from the
aggregated harmony of the many—ecatch with
you a glance of the heautiful panorama pictured
on the silver ripples of a brook or two, or recline
with you a moment or so in the reflective shade
of some spreading tree of thought.

We live truly in an age of events—an age of
action—an age of thought—an age simply re-
splendent with its vast passibilities! In suchan
age and amid such passibilities, how stand we
and what do we achieve? With thought roam-
ing untrammelled through nature’s secrets and
starting the world from its lethargy, how do we
rank ? Do you not, my friends, recognize and
blush to see that in the midst of such an age, we
must, as a people, be known and marked as a
thoughtless, a thinkingless nation; not in the
common acceptation of the word, for we are an
educated, a brilliant people? Thought is more
than education—far more than brilliancy. Al-
low e to say that the greatest curse to the gen-
eral American mind is this same brilliancy—its
versatility. With brains active, quick and keen,
we turn to almost anything with a good degree
of success. Such power, such versatile talent
misleads the judgment, wastes the energies, and
if you will permit me an American vulgarism,
“\We become Jacks of all trades and are good at
none.”

(

We devote a few fleeting years to the acquire-
ment of the knowledge of the entire category
of the arts and sciences, and then, in our con-
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temptible ignorance and impudence believe and
declare ourselves the revitable exponent of their

collected wisdom, while a German will devote |

the years of an entire lifetime to the ?]iglll(—‘.‘-}t of
the same sciences and acquire as readily and_ far
more deeply, and then declare himself the wisest
neophyte. ~We ure a race of smatheres, not a
race of students. We must go deep to secure
any success. The pearls lie deep down on the
ocean’s bed; the strata of precious metals are
buried beneath more than one geologic age.
True, sometimes they may be found on the sur-
face, but this is but the result of the upheavals
of their sub-strata. You may also pick up on
the surface of literature some golden thoughts—
nuggets of knowledge—but remember they are
but the upheavals of thoughtful minds underly-
ing them all—surface indications only of the
mental richness of their author.

As the ocean yields not up her pearls nor earth
her precious metals, except by diving and dig-
ging, so knowledge is never gained nor depth of
thought reached except by patient, continuous
labor. Spasmodic attempts, ambitions aroused
by some voice or note of music and then dying
with their stillness, never results in any good or |
profit, but leaves the mind weakened by defeat,
‘the heart sickened by disappointment and the |
envy is wasted for a better struggle.

Continuity in thought and action always has
been and ever will be the master of the world.
The continuous thinking of a jfool will accom-
plish more in life than all the spasms of recog-
nized genius. Continuvity of drill will bring far
Iarger success than any and all spasmodic at-
tempts, however powerful or brilliant. Practice |
is the nine-tenths of success. We are told that
stumping England for several years made Cob-
den a consummate debator. Stumping through
England for thrice seven years gave us the most
accomplished and polished orator of our country,
Wendell Phillips.

All men who have excelled in any one line|
were once as poor in that line as you and I are |
to-day. The dropping of the witer wears away
the hard, unyielding granite ; the beating of the
waves make and unmake countries. Medioerity,
by dent of perseverance, all over our land, to-
day rears her head higher and so maintains it
there, than envied Genius, the darling of the na-
tion’s heart.

Within my own recollection, but barely so in
my native State, a notable instant came to mind.
I note, with the tenderest pity and compassion
for his weakness, the men regarded by his fel-

lows as the brightest genius, the most promising |
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crime—a crime against his fellows, against him
self, against his Maker. e

W hat the world accepts as genius is often, far
mare often than you think, the child and offer-
ing of unremitting toil--the nurselings, fed, nur-
tured and reared by patient hands, by midnight
oil and the dark, deep sweat of life’s blood fall-
ing from the aching brow. By the habits of
mind formed in youth and early manhond, the
chains of thought are forged for the after life,
Many and muny a man, as well as many a boy,
has excused himself fiom his plain duty in the
accomplishment of what his fellows I}a\‘e done
and do by the passive plea of Ihglr being gifted
with genius. True, it is, when given, a glorious

orator of the age, Tom Marshall, of Kentucky.
‘Who does not remember the magic eloquence of
his words, even transmitted by so poor a medinm
as print? But, ah ! the delicious frenzy of ad-
miration his genius stirred to hear him speak.
As easily as thé waves were hushed on Gallilee

by the calm youth voice of the Savior, so easily | These laws of life
eould he hush, or bid rise mbuntain high, the| duties of tod !

waves of passionate feeling in men’s hearts.
by a stroke of his rod fhe Patriarchal Moses
could make the waters from the dry rock to flow,
gn he, the inspired, could, by a simple word,
make men’s tears leap from their fountains. Yet
by the curse of drink, and the greater curse of a

lack of continuity of ambition and action hel pillars of his

: I As my God nor read th
teacheth me, his subject was none else than a and rende y

was lost to us and his country.

As  open face of nature

gift of God—a mighty force—the inflatus of the

'Supreme himself! and when one is so gifted he
lis certainly one of Guod’s own peculiar people.
| Yet, gzive me one energetic, patient, perceiving
land self reliant man, with ordinary powers of

mind, and 1 will build him up a higher, better
and more beautiful eareer than tens of hundreds
geniuses will who are indolent, undecided and
rely only on their own ‘genius. Simple genius
will never, Aas never made the man. I am re-
minded of an incident in the life of a great man
I love to think upon for the strength it gives.
The great Sheridan, upon entering the House of

| Commons, brought with him large expectations

of the magic of his elogquence, so that when he
arose to speak for the first time his colleagues
gave him their undivided attention. Hu at-
tempted his speech, but the time, the place,
bred a lack of confidence and consequent failure,
and he sat down amid the heavy disappointment
of his friends and the evident gratitications of his
enemies, Upon leaving the House one of its
leading members approached him and advised
his silence thereafter. He turned upon his ad-
viser, and with a spirit worthy of his noble man-
hood, said : ““It is in me, and it shall come ouf
of me.”
“*Long shall we seek his likeness, long in vain,
And turn to all of him that may remain,

Sighing that Nature formed but one such man,
And broke the die in moulding Sheridan.”

_If the coral insect can, by piling little upun
little, by years and years of unceasing and un-
seen toil, build up a beautiful land, fruit-laden,
flower-strewn, sun-warmei, shower-bathed and
angel-watched, then ean you not, with your God-
given mind, and under Him, build up to your-
sell something equally beautiful and far more
useful and durable—a true man’s character ! God
has placed no law over your minds or body by
which you are prevented from the fullest devel-
opement of your powers, On the other hand He
has placed over your being the law of blighted
usefulness and dissatisfied living if you do not.
The only law which binds you is that of indo-
lence, laziness and indecision, reared and sus-
tained by wour manly action and ambition.
these rules of living—our
ay are not always written on the
nor hung upon the door-post
of our homes, but yet those laws, those rules,
those duties exisit as fully as though blazoned
upon every statute book of the land. It is re-
lated of Calejala that he wrote his laws in the
finest characters and hung them high upon the

palace so that men might not notice
m and in ignorance violate them
T themselves liable to their severe pen-
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alties. God never writes the laws or duties ol']taius not alone to self-culture and self-interest,

our living so indistinetly or hangs them so high
above the vision of his creatures but that the
“fool may almost read as he runs.” Man may,
but God never. Each and every one of them is
made in such wisdom and fltness to His creatures
that they each conspire to the good of the other.
They need no revision and have no reason for re-
peal or repealing clauses.

There is no fufe in existence—no /uek in the
happenings of life. Fate is simply unpenetrated
causes—deservedly suffered effects. The water
will drown, but we may learn toswim. It stands
a terrible barrier to the intercourse of continents,
but penetrating wisdom makes it the happy me-
dium of the world’s commerce. It overflows
great lands—but man’s penetration turns it into
channels, irrigates and fertilizes the soil. He
with it cooks his food—catches its escaping
breath, binds it with iron, and drives the pro-
ducts of his labor with the speed of lightning
from one end of the land to the other. The brufe
stunds shivering in the cold —man’s penetration
cuts down the vak, builds up his home; digs into
the treasure house of the ages, brings up the God-
provided fuel for the generations. Fate is the ex-
cuse of inability. Thought knows no limita-
tion, energy no limit to achievemets until bro-
ken by death. How grand the language of the
immoartal Tennyson:

"*When the workers, men, my brothers, ever reaping sume-
thing new,

That which they have done but earnest of things that they
shall do.

Light exists that you may see, air fluctuates
with waves of sound that ears may hear, birds
sing their sweetest notes and flowers bloom in
beauty and fragrance for man’sdelight and bene-
fit—*‘for him were all things made.”” Was he
made for no object? Were no duties laid on his
broad shoulders? The fact of ewistence of simple
beings declares that you have a place to fill and
yvou must fill it. 1t is for you to say whether it
shall be filled as God designed or no. It may be
the highest, it may be the lost—but, be it as it
may, if filled well, the same honor and glory, un-
der God’s law, belongs to yon. I know you will
forgive me, as appropriate in this connection, a
line or two of that beautiful little poem, our
dearly beloved and much lamented President
Lineoln loved so well—a poem of the sweetest
words and the noblest sentiments:

**If you are too weak to journey
“Up the mountain’ steep and high:
You ean stand within the valley
_While the multitude go by:
Yon ean chant in happy manner
As they slowly pass along—
Though they may forget the singer,
They will not forget the gong.”

““If you eannot in this conflict
Prove yonrself a soldier true—
If where fire and smoke are thickest
There’s no work for you to do;
When the battlefield iz silent
(ou can go with eareful tread—
You ean bear away the wounded,
You can coverup the dead.’

“'Do not then stand idly waiting
For svme greater work to do—
Fortune is a lasy goddess;
She will never come to you.
Go and toil in any vineyard
Do not fear to do or dare;
If you want a field of labor
You ean find it anywhere. '’

But there are other duties which erowd npon
us—duties of vast mnagnitude—duties which per-

but to our fellows, our country and posterity.
The first step in every duty is preparation of
one's self for it—an appreciation of it. It is but
one step from knowing to doing—but it is the step
from hidden treasures to benefitting gifts—from
the circle of indolence to active usefulness and
fruitfulness.

You, fellow-citizens, society at large, demand
that you perform these duties of life as your
minds and consciences dictate that you should.
Moral fields of labor meet the eye in whatever
direction it turns. The hour seems one of need
in our beloved country. To-day our distress is
bitter. Labor sweats under the heavy burden of
debt, caused by reckless extravagance—starving
poverty elamors for the erumbs which drop trom
the rich man’s table—widespread bankruptey,
crippled business, unsaleable stocks and land,
suspended mammoth manuofactories, the closed
doors of trade, the hordes of idle common people,
who know no living except by constant manual
labor, ery out in bitterest distress for a speedy
redress they cannot invent. Feel the biting
wrong they mnay and do, but like the brute can
only eringingly submit and continue to ery out.
I speak of these deplorable circumstances, not as
a politician of any‘school whatever, but as a citi-
zen. Such vice in private life, such corruptions
in public places, such a riot of immorality and
extravagance in our whole land, must tell to a
thinking man a sad story of the past which has
produced it—must present a pitiable outlook of
what the future must be. Standing on the verge
of the first century -of our existence, and looking
hack over the grave of our nation’s youth, can
we give ourselves entirely to laudation and pride
at our progress. The advancement ot the past
one hundred years, our truly great and glorious
progress, will, doubtless, in its minutest details,
be heard by you numberless times during the
centennial year. I leave so grand a past, soin-
spiring a theme for more able minds and more
eloquent tongues. 1 know as well it is the eus-
tom to deplore the age. I join not that grand
army of drones and grumblers in the hive of our
national industry. Our country is yet in its in-
fancy. Itisa giant yet in his swaddling clothes.
The age is a grand one—grand in its general en-
lightenment and vast resources, Yet we need to
be warned—need to be thoughtful and prudent,
lest we go too far. In the beautiful garden of our
cvivilization, hurtful and obnoxious weeds are
rankly growing—ecrowding out and dwarfing its
most fragrant and lovely flowers. Honesty is
being choked with greed of money and place,
learning and substantial knowledge by the love
of dress and display, ability and statesmanship
by political wire-pulling and raseality.

I—Fuge animals produce and maintain huge par-
asites. Bad, vicious men are seated in places of
the highest publie and private trusts. Imbecility,
asuming the throne of mature wisdom, proudly
wraps her imperial robe of owl-like silence about
her. Wrongs, great and growing wrongs, are
suffered and meekly borne to-day in our land;
but whether it be that they are incident to the
full enjoyment of liberty by others, or the people
are not yet fully educated on these points, I leave
for future solution. Only a few months ago I
read in the Chicago Tribune an account of the
trial of a police officer on the charge of gross

misconduct. And in what did it consist? It
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seems that while standing on the corner ol
street on the West Side, he was approached by a
woman, plainly but neatly dressed, bittetly ery- |
ing, He enquired the caunse, and was told that
she had been hired by a dealer near by there
to make a dozen shirts for the princely sum of 25
cts. and furnish her own thread—think of it!—
that she had just returned them—had been |
abused beeause of some trivial defect—and when
she asked for her munificent pay was driven
from the store with curses; that now, without
money, with weary feet and worn fingers, she
had fo relurn to her fatherless children, hungry
and empty handed. W hen the officer heard her:|
story he gave her a small sum of money, such as
he could afford, and went back to the store, and
finding her story corroborated by the dealer,
spoke out his disgust at such inhumanity in no
measured terins. For /s he was dragged by the
dealer hefore the Police Board, and for¢his was
—severely reprimanded! Perhaps he transgressed
man’s law, but how about God’s! These wrongs |
exist—the results are seen by the rising of every |
sun of the age. They rightly demand a redress,
Here, yourduty and mind exists and clamors to
us as fully as in any of our immediate and per
sonal surroundings. Men—educated, thoaghtful,
fionest men, are needed in all'the by paths of so-
ciety, in the private walks of life, and more than
all in the public places of trustin our land Thege
are not idle words—ability, intelligence and hon-
esty have disdained the means to their recogni-
tion, and the result is a rottenness and fetid pu-
tridity, whose stench cholkes the nostrils of the
people. We may note asone of the results of
this apathy on the part of good citizens, a pain-
ful lack of veneration and reverence for the bet
ter and highter things—an utter disregard of
precedent. We have been taught to be ineredu-
lous by the deception of bad men and the betray-
al of the sacred trust of deep confidence. Men, us
-masses, go like the pendulum, from one extreme
to the other. From extreme good to evils multi-
plied—from the profusest laudation to the bitter
est denunciation; swinging back and forth—nev-
er still, never striking the golden mean of truth
and resting there. So we face to the extreme, in
not simply distrusting the men, but the prinei-
ples we thought they exemplified. How «elud-
ed! The disgraceful action of no one man—no,
nor of any number of men, can tarnish or taint
the prireiples themselves. They are God-born
-and God preserved. Morality is just as much to
be loved and respected, though a thousand sup-
posed moral men prove to be immoral, and the
law should be revered and obeyed, though driv-
eling idiots and moral mcnstrosities sit in high
places and mal administer them,

I would be recusant to say that, if I let this oe-
casion pass without paying the just tribute of
praise to that most noble and worthy instrument
.in implanting in our hearts the seeds of useful
living: our beloved D. T. D. fraternity. While
my heart bears her full oftering of love, my
head yields ready acquiescence to any need of
praise I may bestow on such institutions as ours,
Remembering the encouragements to manly ac- |
tion and ambition, the words of Lrotherly ap-
proval of all the beautiful and the good, the un-
broken ties of friendship formed and the never-
to-be-forgotten hours of social enjoyment, it was
my good fortune te know and receive. 1 would
indeed be ungrateful did not my heart breathe'
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| testify against you.

the hope of unbounded helping and_ success upon
our D. T. D. and her sister fraternities. It was
the tied and cemented bundle of faggots which
could not be broken—not a single one. When
united in a common bond and purpose—w hether
in._college fraternities or national societies—
whether in polities or religion—become the mas-
ters of the world and accomplish the grandest
results.

In conclusion, the duty of the hour, the needs
of mankind demand that we fit and develope
purselves and pass out into action. Dionysius
had a cave in which he iimprisoned his enemies
and those w hom he sospected. At its top was
an aperture to which, by applying his ear, he could
hear and exult in every single sigh and groan of
those contined within—the whisperings of re-
venge or the moans of despair. So God hears
gvery pulsation of the heart, notes the bounding
of every thought across the brain, and elaims at

‘our hands the full exercizse of every talent we

possess. You cannot so cunningly weave the
wel of life that each dishonest thread will not
You can write the story of
vour life so that every page will be brilliant with
triumphs and resplendent with heroism, or yon
ean write it with such wicked hands that each
successively turned leaf .will only deepen the
shadow of the last until all are lost in the darkest
and deepest ruin.  We are told of a certain kind
of paper, manifeld in thickness, which trapsmits
through all its thickness every word written n
the first leaf. So you write on the pages of life's
hook. Every action transmits its glory or its
shame all through and upon the after life. One
single crime, one mis-step, casting: its blot upon
its beautiful pages, sinks in its henious stains,
down, down upon the rest and blots out the
glorious past and forever mars and blurs the
promising. future. Let me tell you again, you
and you alone map out your own fortunes. It
may be hard work, slow work, work unappreci-
ated, but despair not; all’'s well ! -

One more word and.J am done, Grey hairs,
like silver crowns, upon our father's and moth-
er's heads, declare to me in tones not to be mis-
taken, that you and I will soon be called upon to
minister in their steads and for ourselves, They
have given the best part of their lives to prepare
us for that hour. These duties demand that we
be fitted—that we be ready to take up our work
when it drops from paulseless hands into hours,
and go on to a still better and higher realization
of God’s design. No man can do his duty fully
unless he appreciates it—fully appreciates it. Do
you appreciate yours? Let me hope that we all
do—or, if not now, that we shall’

: JAMES LANE ALLEN,
Chicago, 111, (118 Randolph street).

AN INDIAN LEGEND.

There was once a beautiful damsel upon
whom omne of the good genii wished to bestow a
blessing, He led her to the edge of a large
field of corn, where he said to her: “Daughter,
in the field before us the ears of corn shall have

(talismanic virtues, and the virtue shall be in

proportion to the size and beauty of . the ear
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gathered. Thou shall pass through the field
once and pluck one ear, It must be taken as
thou goest forward, and thou shalt not stop in
thy path nor shalt thou retrace a single step
in quest of thine object. Select an ear full
and fair, according to its size and beauty, shall
be its value to thee as a talisman.” The maiden
thanked the good genius, and then set forward
upon her quest. As she advanced she saw
many ears of corn, large, ripe, and beauti-
ful, such #s calm judgment might have told her
would possess virtues enough; but in her eager-

ness to grasp the best she left these fair ears |

behind, hoping that she might find one still
fairer. At length, when the day was closing,
she reached a part of the field where the stalks
were shorter and thinner, and the ears very
thin and shriveled. She now regretted the
grand ears she had left behind, and disdained
to pick from the poor around her, for here
she found not an ear which bore perfect grain.
She wenton, but, alas! only to find the stalks
more and more feeble and blighted, until in the
end, when the day was closing, and the night
coming on, she found herself at the end of the
field without having plucked an ear of any kind.
She saw it elearly when too late, as how many
in all climes and in all ages, in the evening of
life, ecall sadly and regretfully to mind the
thousand golden opportunities forever lost be-
cause they were not plucked in their season.
Selected.

LITERARY MISCELLANY.

Ther= is many a rest on the road of life
If we would only stop to take it:
And many a tone from the bette¥land,
If the qierulons heart would wake it.
To the sunny soul that is full of hope,
And whose beautiful trust ne'er faileth,
The grass is green, and the flowers are bright,
Though the wintry storm prevaileth,

The essence of friendship is entireness, a to-
tal magnanimity and trust.— Emerson.

The first years of every man’s business or
professional life are years of education. They
are intended to be, in the order of nature and
Providence. Doors do not open to a man until
he is prepared to enter them. The man with-
out a wedding garment may get in surrepti-
tiously, but he immediately goes out with a flea
in his ear. We think it is the experience of the
most successful men who have watched the
course of their lives in retrospect, that when-
ever they have arrived ata point when they
were thoroughly prepared to go up higher, the
door to a higher place has swung back of itself,
and they have heard the call to enter. The old
die, or voluntarily retire for rest. The best
men who stand ready to take their places will
succeed to their position and its honors and
emoluments.—Dr. Holland. :

THE TWO TRAVELKERS,

WILLIAM CULLEN BRYANT.

'Twas evening, and before my eyes
There lay a landscape gray and dim,

Fields faintly seen and twilight skies,

And clouds that hid the horizon’s brim.

I saw—or was it that I dreamed 7—
A waking dream ?—I cannot say ;
For every shape as real seemed
As thosze that meet my¥ eye to-day.

Through leafless shrubs the cold winds hissed ;

he air was thick with falling snow ;
And onward, through the frozen mist,
I saw a weary traveler go.

Driven o'er that landscape bare and bleak,
efore the whirling gusts of air,

The snow flakes smote his withered cheek,
And gathered on his silver hair,

Yet on he fared through blinding snows,
And murmuring to Elims.elf he eaid :
“*The night is near, the darkness grows,

And higher rise the drifts 1 tread,

“‘Deep, deep each autumn flower they hide;
Each tuft of green they whelm from sight;
And they who journeyed by my side
Are lost in the surrounding night.

“[ loved them ; oh, no words can tell
The love that to my friends I bore;
We parted with the sad farewell
Of those who parted to meet no more,

“*And I, who face this bitter wind,
And o’er these snowy hillocks creep,
Must end my journey soon and find
A frosty couch, a frozen sleep.

As thus he spoke a thrill of pain
Shot to my heart; I closed my eyes,
And when L upene& them again
I etarted with a glad surprise.

'"Twas evening still, and in the west
A flush of glowing crimson lay,

I saw the morrow there and blest
The promise of a glorious day-

The waters in their glassy sleep,
Shone with the hues that tinged the sky,
And rugged cliff and barien steep :
Gleamed with a brightness from on high.

And one was there whose journey lay
Into the slowly gathering night ;

With steady step he held his way
0’er shadowy vale and gleaming height.

1 marked hig firm though weary tread,
The lifted eye and brow serene,

And saw no shade of doubt ordread
Pass o’er that traveler’s placid mein.

And others came, their journey o’er
And bade good night with words of cheer
“'To-morrow we shall meet onece more;
"T'is but the night that parts us here.””

**And I," he said, "'shall gleep ere long—
These fading gleames shall eoon be gone—

Bhall sleep, to rise refreshed and strong,
In the bright days that yet will dawn.”’

I'heard ; I watched him as he went,
A lessening form, until the light
Of evening from the firmament
Had passed, and he was lost to sight.
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OUR WEST COAST INDIANS,

1o the editor of the Journal:

My friend, Colonel H. C. Hodge, of Concord,
Mich., has recently written a work on Arizo-
nia, in which he has treated of the climate, soil,
products, natural scenery, animals, antiquities,

people, education, ete., from the standpoint of

an eye witness. Mr. Hodge spent three years
in traveling over this territory, and speaks
with authority. The chapter devoted to the In-
dians of Arizonia, and especially that which re-
lates to our Indian policy, if we have one, is of
special interest. The writer of this article
having spent the past five years in Oregon and
California, is prepared to indorse the conclu-
sion reached by Mr. Hodge in relation to the
treatment of these “foreign nations,”

According to our author the Indian popula-
tion of Arizonia numbers 26,642, who are as-
signed 9,323,400 acres of land, or about 14,568
spuare miles. These reservations include many
thousand acres of the best farming lands, as
well as large tracts of mineral and timber
lands.

Col. Hedge believes that the practice of set-
ting off large tracts for reservations, over
which the Indians may roam at will, encour-
ages them in their nomadic habits and gives
them opportunities for committing depreda-
tions, plundering and theft, of which they are
ever ready to take advantage. The practice
of issuing rations and blankets without re-
quiring an equivalent in labor only tends to
confirm them in habits of laziness and idleness.
One-half or more of the men are lying around
idle, living off the gifts of the Government,
which are raised by taxation of the white la-
bor of the nation.

The result is that the lazy bucks pass most
of their time in immoral practices—"in gam-
bling and all the low vices, becoming contam-
inated with foul diseases, and creating cess-
pools of filth, corruption and degradation, in-
stead of being raised to a higher civilization
and to habits of industry, enterprise and thrift-
iness.” The keeping up of distinct organiza-
tions, or petty and insignificant nations, as we
are doing, is an anomaly in the science of goy-
ernment, productive of no good, but much
harm. Under this kind of treatment the In-

dian becomes neither civilized nor Christian-

ized, but on the contrary, contracts all the bad
habits of the whites. He becomes impudent,
and more improvident, neither caring nor
thinking of his own support, knowing that the
Government will supply all he wants in food
and clothing.

A better and far wiser policy would seem
to be—first, to give them reservations only
large enough to be utilized, and to break up
their tribal relations; to teach them that they
have the same rights as the whites, and no

04 THE CRESCENT

I more: let each family locate eighty or one hun-
'dred and sixty acres of Iand, with the same
'rights of ownership as the whites, and wmake
|him know that he is amenable to the law,
and protected by.the law, equally with the
white man. Then let him fully understand
"that after a given time the issuing of rations
'will be wholly stopped, while in the meantime
Le will be taught the rudiments of agricultural
and pastoral life. I am convinced that in this
way this Indian problem, which has cost us
.millions of blood and treasure, could be solved
in from five to ten years. It is true that some
of the present red-tape management that ham-

| persthe Government in its appropriations would

cease, and a few thousand agents, clerks, traders
and employes would be thrown out of fat places,
but the honest laboring classes would have the
burden of taxation lightened, the Indian would
be immeasurably benefitted, and-our Govern-
ment would be relieved of the odium cast upon
it at home and abroad in relation to its “In-
dian policy.” While our Indian wars have cost
us over $15,000,000, and untold thousands of
lives, Canada, our next door neighbor, lives in
peace with her Indian population simply be-
cause she treats them as subjects, not as foreign
nations, STuPHEN BowERs.

DELTA TAU DELTA SONGS.

To the Readers of the Crescent

We all love our brotherhood and are seeking
to do all that lies in our power to promote its
interests.

One essential element of our success as a fra-
te»rnit'_v is a union of chapters in interests, in la-
bor, in sentimgents and a similarity in our sur-
roundings as far as may be. I think this has al-
ready been noticed as a fact, and to this end our
good CRESCETT has come among us. We wel-
coime it as a link that will bind ¢loser the bond
of brotherhood. Here we may converse with
each other—here we may tell vur troubles, and
rejuice together over our trinmphs.

Now, I propose for your consideration, my
brothers, this question : "1f we Dellas have tal-
ent enough to support a paper and love enough
to cherish it, cun we not so muster our forces as
to be enabled to sing our own music? Shall we
longer depend on such musie as* Hold the Fort”
[to “'Sally Ann’s Away ?”  All this is good in ils
place and a certain amount of it is good in our
society meetings, but any one who knows the
power of music, sung with a vim, knows that
what we need as a fraternity is a sma‘g book. It's
the one thing necessary, I'firmly believe, to in-
sure our efficient working. You all know the
astonishing degree of enthusiasmn a few college
songs will develop when sung with a will. That
is what we must develop in onr society meetings
—enthusiasm, snap if you please, something
wlﬂl‘ch makes every man do better than every
g;ﬁt;:(:nan, and better than he hiniself every did

- Just what will do this is a collection of frater-
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nity somgs.  Other societies have them, and why
not we? We know the power of the few we
have, let us have more,  Let us have a book of
then in which every chapter shall be represent-
e, and then we shall havesome good, brotherly-
love produocing songs.  We wili huve a pride in
singing our music—it wiil infuse new life into
our being and new love into our hearts,

Will our sister chapters everywhere consider
this matter? And I hope and trust that at the
next convention every delegate will go instrueted
to vote for a collection of D. T. D. songs.

Your Brother Delta,
: EvGuENE DAVENPORT.
Chapter Delta, February 5, 1878,

THE CONVENTION.

It is a fact fully demonstrated, that all organi-
#zalions, to be prosperous, must hold conventions,
where ideas may be interchanged and new meas-
ures advanced; where the good may be affirmed
and the injurious discoverad, Ourfraternity early
availed itself of this advantage—by holding na-
tional conventions of the chapters annually.
These conventions havealways been looked upon
with joy by many Deltas. They have proven |
the oceasion of mueh pleasure and profit to those
that have attended; and indeed they have heen
the sa e-guards of the general fraternity. Here
brothers have et and enjoyed *a feast ot the
soul and a fiow of the reason.” To those who
have never attended cne, we would say attend
by all means at your earliest opportunity.

The previous convention was held at Lehigh
University, Bethlehem, Pa., last May. The
next one will be held, in May, at Akron, Ohio.
The eonvention of ’73 was held at the latter place,
and has been pronounced one of the hest the fra-
ternity ever held.

It is now time for the chapters to make ar-

reports. There is still time to do much good
work. There are several excellent openings
where chapters may be easily and firmly planted.
We must expand our brotherhood throughout
the whole country, and to attain this end let each
chapter and every Delta use his utmost exertions.
Do not delay this matter, but fall to work even
How,

It has been customary, heretofore, for the snme
delegate or delegates to represent ‘more than one
chapter. We firinly hope that the custom will
be discontinued. Let no delegation represent
more than two chapters. And we think it would
he even hetter, safer, and wiser, to confine to one
chapter. 'This, we think to be more in accord
with our Constitution. We believe thisis the
cause, in part, why our conventionsare not more
largely attended. As chapters can get delegates
of other chapters to represent them, they prefer
n0t to be to the expense of sending their own
delegation. Other delegates readily consent to
represent such chapters, as it gives them more
votes in the convention.

We consider this representing by proxy by to
means sanctioned by the Conslitution, and one
oppposed to the best interests of the fraternity.
It is unwise, wrong and dangerous. It is unwise,
becanse it encourages chapters not to send their
own delegates, or delegates with more power
than he, or they, should have. And lastly it is
dangerous because it places more power in the
hands of one delegation than in another. This
inequality of power may be used to the advan-
tage of one chapter or section of territory, to the
injury of the general fraternity. One delegation
might be permitted to present the report of a
chapter other than his own when such chapter is
not represented by its own delegates; but it should
not have increased power by being permitted to
cast more votes in the convention, owing to this
privilege. We hope this subject will be taken up,
at convention and fuily discussed. A resolution
prohibiting one delegation from representing
more than two chapters might wisely be passed,
and, indeed, it might be confined to one chapter.

rangements for the convention. Juet each chap-
ter do its utmost to make the convention of 78
the best one in the history of the fraternity. To
do this will require work, and that now. |

All measures or amendments that are expected
to be brought before the convention should he
prepared now. New chapters that are not fully
acquainted with the rules and regulations of the
convention, can gain all desired information |
from the Constitution.

We are not aware what amendments to the
Constitution may be in contemplation; but un- |
iess they are very plauo-ible ones we are not in
favor of them. Our present Constitution is an
excellent one—one that will be hard to improve

But we dismiss the subject, hoping that we may

|all meet at convention, where it may be settled,

where we may havea glorious time—such a time
as the Deltas never enjoyed in all the history of
Delta Tan Delta—one only equalled by the Greeks
of old.

ALUMNI NEWS.

[Under this head both alumni and undergraduates who have
left eollege are included. |
ALPHA.—D. S. Pipes, attorney at law, is lo-
cated at 8. E. corner of Third and Olive streets,

upon; and it should not be changed for slight or
supposed eauses, Let us stand by our grand and |
noble Constitution, the bulwark of our fraternity
under all circumstances.

Let each chapter, no matter how rar away, be
represented. Elect delegates in time, and have |
yvour reports for convention ready. Itisto be|
hoped that the chapters that are sitnated near
Akron will turn out en muasse.

By all means let the Alumni and old Deltas,
4s miany as ean, attend the conventions. Their
presence adds much weight, dignity and impor-
tanece to the proceedings. We hope the commit-
tees on extension may he able to present good

St. Louis, Mo. . .
Bira.—R. R, Brown, elass ’62, Ohio Universi-
ty, Athens, 0., is professor of Weslyan Univer-
sity, Bloomington, Il , : ;
—John R. Scott, class '64, same university, 18
professor of Elocation, 1500 Olive streef, St.
Louis, Mo. :
Pitr.--John N. Ross, class ’74, Hanover Col-
lege, is located at Carlisle, Ky., and engaged in
the mer-antile business. :
—Peter Lagrange, '75, Hanover College, is en-
gaged in farming, near Franklin, Ind.

iNork,—Information for this department i« requested, and
will be thankfully received.—Edifors.]



DELTA PERSONALS,

0. E. Arbuckle, of Ohio, is Secretary of Ind.
Oratorical Society.

L. L. and H. M. Richmond, of old chapter
Delta, (now Alpha), advertise the Delta cuff but-
tons, in this issue.

Hon. Godlove 8. Orth, of Lafayette, was one
of the Judges at the Indiana Collegiate Oratori-
cal Contest, held at Wabash College, Crawfords-
ville, on the 7th inst.

Marshall E. Newhouse, of Rushville, was mar-
ried to Miss Ella Throp, of Greensburg, Iad., on
the 10th of January. Though late, we tender
him and his happy bride the kind wishes of the
fraternity. Bro. Newhouse was a class-mate at
college of the Editor-in-Chief of the CRESCENT.

Prof. John M. Bloss, Superintendent of the
schools at Evansville, Ind., has been selected to
deliver an address before the Union Library So-
ciety, Hanover,Ind., at the next commencement.

Willis F. Park is a member of the senior class
at Harvard Law School, and not of Howard Law
School, as we gave it in our last issne.

A. L. Talcott, Professor of Penmanship,
Poughkeepsie, N. Y., expects to enter Yale Law
School, next September.

John R. Scott, of 1500 Olive street, St. Louis,
Mo., is teaching Elocution in connection with
Washington University. Brother Scott is high-
ly spoken of by the press wherever he has
appeared. |

Our Corresponding Editor, W. C, Buchanan,
of 143 Smith street, Cincinnati, O., has recently
returned from a trip to Chicago, where he met
Jas. L. Allen. Bro. B. procured of Bro. A., for

ublication in the CRESCENT, the address de

ivered by the latter before the D. T. D). Conven-
tion, at Ann Arbor, Mich., in 1876, It appears
in this issue, ¥

William A. Dickey bids fair to become one of
the most successful medical practitioners in his
section of the country, and is now actively en-
gaged in his chosen profession at Deshler, Ohio.

William Penn Graham is now actively en-
gaged in pastoral duties in Western Pennsyl-
vania. Bro. G. is possessed of the much-needed
article called pluck, and we ““have ever enter-
tained an opinion” that he will emulate many of
our most excellent theologians in worldly benefi-
cence and intellectual strength. Address, West
Middlesex, Pa. :

EDITORIAL NOTES,

THE CRESCENT

[March 15, 1878.

lin behalf of the CrESCENT. Let all work for its
suecess. See that every Delta subscribes. Call
on Alumni to aid in the good work. It must
shine and not wane, : )

Literary articles, on various subjects, are need-
ed and will be thankfullv received at this office.
We are desirous, as much as possible, to draw on
members ot the fraternity for contributions.
Please send in articles at once.

Those knowing themselves indebted to the
CrescENT will please settle at an early day, as
we are anxious to have our books squared for our
settlement with the fraternity at the approach-
ing commencement.

We regret to say several typographical errors
appeared in last issue. Owing to our ahsence
from the city we were unable to correct all the
sproof.” Our printer read it, but failed to de-
tect all mistakes. We hope to avoid the like in
the future.

FIRST GRAND DIVISION.

Chapter Pi.

As our chapter has at present but two active
members, it naturally follows that not much can
tie said of its doings, nor can it give to the CRES-
CENT many notes and personals. Chapter Pi is
destined to add another example of the bad ef-
fects of a convention upon those chapters located
in the town where it is held, to several previous
ones furnished by chapters in the West. One
would most naturally suppose that a convention
would have a salutary influence npon chapters so
situated, would give a stimulus to its workings,
and make its prospects brighter than ever before,
and yet, on the contrary, in most cases, those
chapters, more or less rapidly, have gone down.
When, last year, the time drew near for holding
the annual cqnvention at Bethlehem the broth-
ers of Pi were of the opinion that its beneficial
or injurious influence upon our chapter would
depend upon the manner in which the fraternity
was represented here, thinking that a small rep-
resentation would be likely to do it harm, and
vice versa. Various influences conspired against
the attendance of a large delegation, the prinei-
pal one of which, 1 know, was the fact that our
town was so far removed from those in which
the most of our chapters are located, and those
chapters farthest removed found it impossible to
send delegates on account of the expense and
the time it would require, and so, unfortunateiy,

Prepare for the Convention,

Those who fail to receive their paper will noti- |
fy us at once.

An advertisement of the next Convention ap-
pears in this issue.

The latest catalogue of the fraternity, (pub-

| lessened until

our opinion was confirmed, for shortly after, our
members, for sundry reasons, began to leave
the University, and thus our members gradually
now, as I have mentioned bhefore,
there are hut two active members remaining in
our chapter. However, we, as true Deltas, have
not allowed our energy or interest in fraternity

lished in 1876), can be obtained by sending 42
cents to W. W. Shilling, box 855, Meadville, Pa,
We have received good news from chapter |
Chi. This chapter, though a new one, seems im- |
bued with the right spirit. It now numbers 14 |
members—11 active and 3 resident members,

Our friends will please not relax their efforts

matters to diminish in the least, and will seize
the first opportunity that offers to build up our
chapter again with good material, until it regains
its former footing: meanwhile, we are carrving
on to the best of our ability the business devolv-
Ing upon the Grand Chapter of the First Divis-
ion. Why such disaster should accompany an
annual convention I am at a loss to comprehend.

S e
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Perhaps some of my brothers have a theory to|5'39n93 of days gone by, filled with many pleas-

advance concerning it; if so, I would like to hear
it. It should be noted that in the case of our
chapter the convention quickened the interest of
its members, and they worked harder than ever
to further the interest of their fraternity, and for
a while everything seemed bright, until suddenly
a change began, and now we have fewer mem-
bers than ever before. Thissubject has been dis-
cussed already, but I think that now, as the
time for the holding of the next convention is
rapidly approaching, it should again be brought
to notiece, so that if it can be prevented, and 1
do not see why it cannot, such a gathering shall

not be held in the immediate vicinity of a chap- |

ter, for 1 think it is dangerous to try the expe-
riment again, unless that chapter is very strong,
in point of numbers, and so firmly established
that its decline is out of the question. It isa
notable fact that fraternity chapters in general,
at Lehigh University, are, for some reason or
other which I cannot fathom, gradually dying
oft. Where, a year or more ago, there were four
or five fraternities well represented, where there
¢~ 1s now but one which makes any display of
members at all, and most of those are members
of the class of ’78, so that when this term has
closed, there will be only one or two remaining.

ds

Chapter Gamma.

WasHINGTON, Pa., 1878,

Winter, with all its cold and suffering, is
quickly passing by, and with its close there comes
the spring, the time when nature begins to make
her annual dress, and where all the slumbering
seeds of life are awakened by the happy influence
of the “eye of day.” So youth is called the
spring time of our lives, the timme when charac-
ters are formed and lives are molded under the
watchful eye of the teacher and guardian. The
CRESCENT, the child of our fraternity, is now
experiencing that same period of its existence,
and each one, as its protector and guardian in
part, shoutd feel it to be his duty to do every-
thing possible to make that existence a vigorous
and healthy one; and no matter how little he
feels able to accomplish, let him do it in the
same spirit that he would perform a much great-
er one with, as every little thing helps on the
work, and the small as well as the great go to
make up the whole. Gamma has only eight
active members this term, yet she rolls up thir-
teen subseribers for the CRESCENT, and the pros-
peets are good for more. Its worth is fully ap-
reciated, for no one can fail to see its value who
in looking at the past considers how little was
known of the general fraternity before the CREs-
CcENT appeared, and told us who and where we
were, Alumni should take a greater interest in
this work than they are doing, and not consider
a fraternity as only a temporary affair; that it is
to be droppe:l as soon as they leave college. By
them, it seems to me, such a paper would be
read with pleasure, even if it were only for mem-
ories the mention of some old friend’s name
would awaken, bringing to their mind the

ing incidents which garnish the golden days of
college life, G.P. M.

Personals.

Prof. Jas. F. Ray, ’71, is teaching in the
Cannonsburg Academy. Jim was not looking
well the last time we saw him. Too much study.

W. W, Waitson, '75, will graduate this year
from the Harvard Law School.

The festive pie is earved no more by Bro.
Braham. ‘Thereby hangs a tale.”

W. M. Stevenson, '76, teaches in an acatdemy
at Placerville, California.

Bro. Beacom plays the heavy part in our col-
lege minstrels, namely, the bass viol.

Bro. Olmsted left us this term and is now at
St. Stephen’s College, New York. We miss his
cheerful face sadly.

P.S. I would like to correct an error made
by our historian in the last number of the CRES-
cET, It refers to our chapter and states that it
was established by Jas. F. Ray. Now, as far as
is known, there is no positive proof that a chap-
ter existed here before 1862; only a kind of tradi-
tion, and in the year 1862 Joseph Moreland, of
Morgantown, W. Va., established our chapter at
Jefferson College, Canonsburg. This happened
before the colleges were united. G.P. M.

FOURTH GRAND DIVISION,

Communication from the Fourth Division.

At our last annual convention a
protest was entered by the Fourth Division
against paying the amount, per capitem, we now
pay as annual dues. Notice was made in the
second number of the CREscENT of this protest,
and a hope was expressed that we join in a dis-
cussion of the matter., The following are some
of the reasons why we of the Fourth Division
think the dues should be reduced : ;

Permit us, however, by way of introduction,
to express the wish that, in advocating this meas-
ure, if we be not judged as ill-wishers of the fra-
ternity, nor among those who do not take an ac-
tive interest in its every affair; but, rather let
our brothers consider that it is with a sense of
justice and for the stahility of our fraternity,
believing, as we do, that the best interests of the
Tourth Division are to the fraternity, that we
present our plea. The chapters of the East
cannot bo expected to represent wholly the in-
terest of the Western chapters, therefore we
must speak for ourselves. We all know that it
takes time and trial to perfect any plan, and this
is the case with our constitution. One time ex-

erience and trial will perfect it so_that it may
10ld - together and satisfactorially govern our
wide-spread and gradually-increasing fraternity.
But to the point:

1. There is, according to the last annual repo_rt,
a balance of $107.92 in the Extension fund, which
shows that our receipts are greater than the ex-
penses incurred in running the fraternity.

Bro. Deltas :
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2. We believe that it is the more judicious, the
more just way to let this fund remain at home, |
that it may strengthen and benefit the individu- |

al chapters.

8. It is impossible to collect the fund now re-
quired. Chapters have declared that they would
not pay it.

4, If the dues were one-half the present
amount we entertain tne opinion that the mem-
bers of the chapters would willingly come for-
ward and pay their share. This would bring
into the fraternity treasury nearly, if not quite,
as much as we are now receiving. We believe |
that expenses could and ought to be cut down.
We seriously question the right and justice of
paying for presents, banquets, music and attend- ‘

ance of candidates to convention from the Ex-
tension fund.

5. To this point we call the special attention of
the fraternity. During the last three years this
division has contributed to this fund at least
£99.40, and from this fund it has received reports,
minutes, copies of the constitution, and an item
of $1.10 is credited to us. This is all the direct
return from nearly one hundred dollars.

A word about the catalogues. We do not ob-
ject to paying a reasonable amount for catalogues. |
What we do and have ohjected to is paying for |

catalognes when we don’t receive any. No
plainer defense could be made than this. In this

connection it may Be'well to say that the reason
we have never sent a delegate to the conventions
is because we could not afford it. Much as we
desired to be represented it has been impossible, |

Now, brothers—and let us try to be brothers in
spirit as well as in name—looking upon the mat-
ter in the light in which we have represented it,
you must plainly see that it is your duty to give
attention to it. The imputation has been made
that we are willing to receive the benefits of the
fraternity, but unwilling to assist in its support,
Such a charge as this is ill-timed, ill-conceived |
und uncalled for.  We are ready and willing to
pay all reasonable expenses, for we know a fra-
ternity cannot be run without money, but we
must believe, until the fact is disproved, that the
present tax is unnecessarily high.

The chapters of this division have not come to
this conclusion by conniving with one another.
While the Grand chapter was agitating the mat-
ter it was actually surprised to receive letters
containing the same compliments from sub-
chapters. We want now a sense of justice and
consideration shown us. By passing over our
pleas and protests in contempt or unconcern
you are simply alienating the Fourth Division,

Trusting that this will receive a eareful perusal
and consideration, and hoping we all may come |
to a better and clearer understanding with one |
another, we respectfully submit to the fraternity.

H. S. L1vINGSTON,
E. H. CHAPIN,
. J. W. GrUBB,
Committee from Lambda Chapter.
GALESBURG, ILL., March 5th, 1878,

Delta Cuff Buttons '
OMETHING new,. neat and cheap made of T r
S tops, black or red, with the Gregk Ietterg fo'!ll‘-.y'lfi:x%hi!g

EHE CEESCHNT

[ March 15, 1878.

FRATERNAL.

—— 0

THE SEVENTH

Anmual National Gonvention

OF S

Delta Tau Delta Fraternity .

Will convene at Buehtel College, Akron Ohio, under the
auspices of Chapter Eta,
MAY 1ST, 1878.
Let every chapter be well represented.

WILLIAM H, CROW, JOSEPH CROW,

CROW & CROW,
ATTORNEYS AT LAW,

'—.AI\TD_—

UNITED STATES CLAIM AGENTS

Greencastle, Ind.

B~ Collections Promptly Made.

W. C. BUCHANAN,
ATTORNEY AT LAW,

S. E. Cor. 3d and Walnut sts.
CINCENNATI,.OHIO.

&z~ Pracetice in all the Courts in the City.

BLOODED STOCK.

IMPORTER AND HERDER OF FINE

Cotswold Sheep,

And other Thorough Bred Stock, Has im-
ported the Celebrated

"DUKE OF BURFORD”

At the head of his Flocks, Correspondence solicit-
ed and promptly attended to, Address,

R. C. ESTILTL

s0 a8 to show white. Sent post paid for 80 cent i
L. L. & H. M. fucnnoﬁ%,s. .‘.f:.!‘:i‘:;,,
No. 4 Bichmond’s Block, MEADVILLE, PA,

Elmhurst, near Lexington, Ky.
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