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MAGAZINE MISSION
• Inform members of the events, activities and concerns of interest to members of the 

Fraternity. 
• Attract and involve members of the Fraternity via appropriate coverage, information 

and opinion stories. 
• Educate present and potential members on pertinent issues, persons, events and 

ideas so members may be aware of and appreciate their heritage as Delts.
• Serve as an instrument of public relations for the Fraternity by presenting an image 

of the Fraternity commensurate with its quality and stature.
• Entertain readers with its information and quality writing and editing, so it is a 

pleasure to read and share with others. 

SUBMIT A STORY
All members are encouraged to submit news stories and potential features along with 
high-resolution photographs by emailing rainbow@delts.org. 

ADDRESS CHANGES
Visit www.delts.org/alumni or call 317-284-0203. Mail address changes to 10000 
Allisonville Road, Fishers, IN 46038-2008. If you do not want to receive a print copy 
of The Rainbow, and would prefer to receive an email notification when each new 
magazine is posted online, please contact rainbow@delts.org.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letters to the editors may be emailed to rainbow@delts.org.

HISTORY OF THE RAINBOW : Editor-in-Chief W.C. Buchanan (Bethany College, 1873) launched the first issue of The Delta Tau Delta magazine as The Crescent in 1877. As a 
condition of the Fraternity merger with the Rainbow Fraternity in 1886 the name of the magazine was changed to The Rainbow. Today the summer and winter issues of The 
Rainbow are printed and mailed. Those and all other issues are also available online. Visit deltataudeltaarchive.com to view issues from 1877 to present.
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STORIES YOU MIGHT HAVE MISSED
WAR HERO REMEMBERED 
THROUGH BOND OF 
FRIENDSHIP

Taylor Ernst (Baylor University, 2019) has dedicated countless hours to helping 
others on campus and in the Waco, Texas, community while studying at Baylor 
University. He founded and has served as president of Baylor Helping Hands. 
Baylor’s Helping Hands organizes weekly service projects to help the Waco 
community.

ERNST DRIVES COMMUNITY SERVICE SPIRIT

Since he was a young boy Robert 
Huffman (Florida Atlantic University, 
2012) has been on a mission to merge 
business with philanthropy and since 
October 2017 he has worked as the 
community development manager for 
the Movember Foundation. Huffman’s 
grandfather inspired him to become 
involved with Movember. Movember’s 
mission is simple: to stop men dying 
too young. The mustache is a hairy 
ribbon for men’s health and meant to 
encourage men to take action in our 
physical and mental health. 

MOVING MEN TOWARD  
BETTER HEALTH

Candler Cook’s (University 
of Georgia, 2011)  journey 
as a college football walk-
on is a testament to his 
extraordinary hard work, 
determination and pursuit 
of a dream by an average 
guy with one goal. “Both my 
parents went there [Georgia] 
so, at a young age I made up 
my mind I wanted to go to 
school there, and I wanted 
to play football there,” said 
Cook.

FROM UNDERDOG 
TO BULLDOG

The triumph of holding the Commissioner’s Trophy 
after the 2018 World Series didn’t hit him at first, 
but the rush of the Red Sox run is sinking in for 
Nick Sciarratta (Northeastern University, 2017). 
As a graphic design coordinator working for the 
Boston Red Sox, he gained a unique perspective 
through an extraordinarily busy fall.

DAMAGE DONE WITH THE RED SOX

Before he left school to join the Air 
Force in the early 1950s, Meryln 
Dethlefson was a top recruit at 
the Delta Tau Delta’s Gamma Pi 
Chapter at Iowa State University. 
The chapter president at the time, 
Robert Montgomery (Iowa State 
University, 1954) vividly recalls 
the men he recruited to join the 
Fraternity, especially Dethlefsen, 
who became his pledge son and 
roommate. 

To read the full articles or to read other stories like these visit delts.org/delt-stories
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It’s an age-old debate which still rages on many college campuses. What is the proper way to refer to a group of like-
minded individuals who subscribe to shared ideals for the public good? My answer to that question is “fraternity.” We 
are a fraternity of aspiring men who abide by truth, courage, faith and power. On some campuses, the shortened form 
of the word, “frat” still permeates the local language. 

It should be noted the word, “frat” appears precisely zero times in our Constitution and Bylaws and Ritual. The word 
does not appear anywhere else in the approved anthology of our dear Fraternity. 

For those still not persuaded, the world is full of reasons and examples of why the word Fraternity is superior to the 
word, “frat.” These are just a sampling.

FRATERNITY
• Worth 16 points in a game of Scrabble.

• Urban dictionary: Commonly mistaken as a “frat," 
a fraternity is a group of men who share a bond of 
brotherhood. (Most people cannot understand. It 
could be compared to a family.)

• Word origin: early 14th century.

• Included in “Jeopardy” clues 53 times.

• Foo Fighters songs named Fraternity: one.

• First college fraternity: Phi Beta Kappa—founded at 
the College of William & Mary, December 5, 1776.

• First fraternity is generally thought to be the 
Freemasons who begin to organize just prior to the 
year 1400.

• Word “fraternity” appears on www.totalfratmove.
com 12,000 times.

FRAT
• Worth seven points in a game of Scrabble.

• Urban dictionary: A group of immature boys who 
give fraternities a bad name.

• Word origin: early 19th century. 

• Included in “Jeopardy” clues zero times. 

• Foo Fighters songs named Frat: zero.

• First College Frat: Delta Tau Chi—founded at 
Faber College in 1979.

• Origin of the first time the word “frat” was 
used is unknown but scholars trace the word to 
somewhere within the Cal State system.  

• Word “frat” occurs on www.totalfratmove.com 
73,000 times.

Frat or
Fraternity



Alfred “T-Bone” Kuzov holding the skull of the original T-Bone. Photo by Cooper Weinstein
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Long story, short "T-Bone 
got his nickname after 

a Texas long-horn his 
family owned, but if you 
have ever talked to Alfred 
"T-Bone" Kuzov (Texas A&M 
Commerce, 2002) you know, 
he has never told a short 
story.

Family Business
T-Bone’s dad was a bit of a 
hustler—as in he tried to make 
money any way he could. One of 
his ideas was convincing a man 
he needed a taxidermy bull in a 
bucking position. 

“We had a taxidermy bull 
in a bucking position, and it 
had a backdrop with this huge 
photograph of a rodeo arena. So 
it looked like the stands were full 
of fans, and they were cheering 
you on,” T-Bone said in reference 
to the photo opportunity 
business venture. “People would 
get on top of this bull and pose 
their hand was flying back and 
they were about to get bucked 
off.  We would charge about 10 
bucks for it.”

T-Bone’s family created a 
business around this idea and 
established a space at the West 
End Marketplace in Dallas. In 
just over a year the owner of 
Billy Bob, a huge country music 
honky-tonk bar, bought out their 
location. 

“This was our means to an 
end. It paid for our groceries, 
clothes on our back. He 
[T-Bone’s dad] made a good, 
honest salary from it.” T-Bone 
said. 

The next idea, T-Bone’s dad 
came up with was to break a 
Texas longhorn to ride as a live 
alternative to their previous 
business venture. 

His dad brought home a 
two-year-old roping steer from 
King Ranch, the largest ranch in 
Texas. 

“My dad got him for an 
inexpensive price, which is why 
he probably made the decision. 
He also saw something very kind 
in [the steer’s] eye that led him to 
believe that this steer could have 
potential.”

He planned to break the steer 
the same way they would break a 
horse. The first step was getting 
him halter broke, then the 
worked on putting a saddle on 
his back and finally, tying up the 
saddle before tying him up to a 
post and getting him used to that 
process. They worked on him for 
about three months and slowly 
progressed from a small pen to a 
full-size round pen.

“It took not much longer than 
breaking a horse. We were a lot 
more cautious in the process of 

doing it. Still, timing-wise, we got 
into a good rhythm and a good 
understanding of comfort where 
I would step on, step off, step on, 
step off, step on this way on the 
left side and then get off of him 
on the right side, just to get him 
used to anything and everything 
that he could run into in a public 
atmosphere,” T-Bone said. 

Aubrey Legend
It took three months to break 
in the steer before T-Bone’s dad 
asked him to ride it.

“I rode him 200 yards and 
then back to the round pen. He 
was a little bit clunky and a little 
bit odd to ride. He was different 
from a horse because cowhide is 
a lot more fluid and loose, so I 
really had to work on keeping my 
balance on him,” T-Bone said. 

His next journey was longer. 
He planned to ride the steer six 
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miles from one side of town to their 
house, keep him overnight and ride 
him back the next day. 

“We went on our little adventure 
through the back roads of Aubrey, 
Texas, and it took me about six hours to 
get six miles because he is a longhorn. 
They move very slowly over distances 
because they’re all about endurance. 
They’re a slow-paced endurance type 
of animal. I found out that he was very 
fearful of bicycles. Horses would help 
push him along on occasion,” T-Bone 
said.

It got to the point T-Bone was riding 
the steer everywhere around his small 
hometown population of 1,500 people. 
He ended up in the local paper and 
unknowingly crashed a Billy Dean 
music video in Fort Worth.  

“I was riding him to football 
practices during August and into 
September. I rode him to the local 
diner. I rode him through the bank 
drive-thru one time. I became a little 
local icon of Aubrey,” T-Bone said.

It Works Either Way
The steer still did not have a name. So 
T-Bone and his dad were throwing out 
names to put on a sign. 

“I said, ‘Dad, let’s name him 
T-Bone,’” T-Bone (the man) recalled. 
“He looked at me with a little smile, 
and I was like, ‘It works out either way.’ 

We both laughed.
They had T-Bone the longhorn and 

a shetland pony named “Mr. Dillon” a 
reference to the TV show, “Gunsmoke.” 
They set up shop in Grand Prairie for 
patrons to ride and take pictures with 
T-Bone and Mr. Dillon. 

“We would give little kids pony rides 
and take their picture for five bucks. It 
was a lot of fun,” T-Bone said.

During the years they had the steer, 
T-Bone was in his mid-teens. “I would 
ride him in our local parade every 
year,” T-Bone said. “We had our Peanut 
Festival and other Aubrey events I 
would take him to. We never tried 
to make money with him in Aubrey. 
We would just do it. We wanted to 
contribute to the community in some 
way and that was our fun way to do 
that.”

Hey, T-BONE!
While going through orientation at 
Texas A&M Commerce, T-Bone did 
not have any intention of joining a 
campus organization. Instead, he 
wanted to focus on graphic design. 

“I went outside and out walked this 
short guy. ‘Hey, I’m Luke ,’ he said 
before striking up a conversation with 
me. I started talking to him about 
where I was from. Sure enough, he 
had a lot of questions about ranching, 
farm life. I told him about the Texas 

“I was riding him 
to football 
practices during 
August and into 
September. I rode 
him to the local 
diner. I rode 
him through 
the bank drive-
thru one time. 
I became just 
a little local 
kind of icon of 
Aubrey.“

Photo by Cooper Weinstein
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longhorn that I broke and rode. 
‘He’ said, hell man, I’m going to call 
you T-Bone from now on.’” T-Bone 
shrugged it off and went about his day 
through orientation.

As part of his scholarship, T-Bone 
moved into his dorm for freshmen 
leadership classes before school 
officially started. On his way to class, 
he saw the guy from orientation and 
tried to avoid him. 

“I passed by him, and I was like, 
‘Whew, made it! That could have been 
awkward.’ From behind me, I heard, 
‘Hey T-Bone!’” After some small talk, 
they parted ways, and T-Bone hoped 
not to see Luke Morrow (Texas A&M 
Commerce, 2002) anytime soon. 

Later that night, while hanging 
out in a dorm lobby with a couple of 
women  from his freshman leadership 
class, T-Bone was invited to go to 
IHOP in Greenville, the next town 
over. Being sociable, he accepted. 

“We walked in; the left side looked 
normal for what I would expect at  
midnight. Four or five tables, and 
that’s it. The right side, however, 
had probably 30 to 40 people,” said 
T-Bone.  “From the back corner, I 
heard this faint muffled, but loud, 
‘T-Bone!’ All I thought was, ‘Oh 
crap, it’s him.’ Luke walked up to me, 
‘T-Bone, how the hell are you man?’ 
I was left thinking, ‘What have I 
gotten myself into? This is not what’s 
supposed to be happening right now.’ 

He started to introduce me to people. 
He did not know my real name. He 
only knew me as ‘T-Bone’ because he 
came up with it.”

While being introduced to all 
the new people, T-Bone tried to 
let everyone know his name is not 
“T-Bone” but Alfred. “I attempted 
to try to introduce myself as Alfred 
Kuzov. It fell on deaf ears because 
nobody heard that. They heard, ‘This 
is T-Bone.’ I just wanted to get the 
night over with.  

Before the night was over, Luke 
started bad mouthing some of the 
fraternities on campus. 

“I had no idea what he was even 
doing. T-Bone said. “Then out of 
nowhere, this guy stood up in the 
middle of the crowd, and he yelled 
at Luke, ‘Why don’t you shut up. If 
[you] can’t say anything good about 
Delt, you don’t say a damn word. You 
understand?!’” 

Luke looked at the man and said, 
“Yes sir.” At that point, T-Bone become 
interested in Delta Tau Delta, not 
because of Luke’s input, but because 
of the way that man had commanded 
the room. “That was the first instance 
where I was like, I don’t know what 
this is, but I like him, and I want to be 
like him.” 

That guy was Jason Marshall (Texas 
A&M Commerce, 1996), and he 
ended up being T-Bone’s new member 
educator. As for Luke, he ended 

up pledging with T-Bone and later 
become roommates with him after 
neither of their roommates showed up 
at school. “We went Delt or nothing; 
we didn’t want a bid from anybody 
else. Luke and I, within the next two 
weeks, became close very quickly. 

His bid card initially only had  
T-Bone on it because they did not 
know his real name. Chapter members 
had to ask the greek advisor who 
signed up for recruitment. 

“I tried like hell for my nickname 
to not be T-Bone, for months. After 
about three months, I just gave up 
on the name Alfred, or ever being 
considered to be called Alfred ever 
again,” T-Bone said. 

As T-Bone became more familiar 
with the chapter and the Fraternity’s 
Ritual, due to guidance from former 
International President Rock Clinton 
(Texas A&M Commerce, 1965) and 
Scott Bates (Ottawa University, 1995) 
he grew to be a leader who valued the 
Fraternity and her principles. 

“I became more of a voice in the 
chapter and was looked up to by my 
brothers. It’s what catalyzed me into 
becoming more serious about the 
organization and strangely enough, 
T-Bone is a big part of that. Even 
though it came from something 
simple, there is a nostalgic value 
and love that goes along with my 
nickname nowadays. In the Delt 
world, I’m T-Bone.”
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How did you get your 
nickname?
During the summer after my 
freshman year in high school, my 
father retired from the U.S. Air 
Force. We went from Kansas where 
he was stationed to live in his 
hometown of New Orleans.

My parents enrolled me in a local 
Catholic high school. On the first day, 
in my first class, shortly after being 
introduced to the class, one of my 
classmates started asking me about 
Kansas. Wanting to fit in, I answered. 
The nun teaching told us to be quiet. 
He asked again and I didn’t answer. 
But, the nun heard the noise and 
asked me to come to the front of the 
room. There she whacked my hand a 
couple of times with a yardstick and 
told me that it might be okay to talk 
in Kansas but not here.

After the class, my classmate 
apologized for getting me in trouble 
when two football players walked 
up and said, “Who’s the new kid?” 
My classmate grabbed my hand and 
showed them the red stripes from 
the yardstick and said, “See these 
stripes? This is Tiger.”

How long did it take before 
“Tiger” caught on? 
Quickly. I realized with everyone 
calling me Tiger I was less likely 
to get bullied. Which I was kind of 

expecting when I got there. The 
school had a reputation for the male 
students being rough and tough. 
Obviously, that didn’t happen as my 
classmate started calling me Tiger 
and others picked it up.

Does everyone call you 
Tiger?
Yes, in college everyone in the 
chapter called me Tiger. I lived in the 
dorm and two soon-to-be charter 
members had met me and knew that 
was my nickname. After graduating, 
I thought it would disappear in a 
professional setting and [I would 
be] called Charles or Charlie but 
someone would show up and call 
me Tiger. My coworkers used 
Charlie so they’d look at me funny 
when they would hear Tiger, except 

when I started coaching. When I 
began working at the TV station, my 
cameraman started tagging me in 
shots as Charles Tiger Edwards and 
he said, “You know what? Embrace 
it, it ain’t going away.”

What do you want people to 
know about the name Tiger?
A lot of people know me only as Tiger 
and a lot of people only know me 
as Charles or Charlie. In Louisiana, 
people don’t give up on your 
nickname. Once you have it, they 
keep calling you by your nickname. 
Tiger is just a name. While it singles 
me out as someone other than 
Charlie and directly identifies me, it 
really hasn’t defined who I am.

TIGER
CHARLES

EDWARDS

Southeastern Louisiana 
University, 1973
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How did you get the 
name Ranger?
When I got out of high 
school, I joined the military 
instead of going the 
college route. I grew up 
with the pretense of being 
told I wouldn’t amount 
to much in my life, so 
when I joined the military, 
I decided to go big or go 
home. I went to a recruiter 
and told him I wanted to 
be the best of the best and 
he said the Army Rangers 
were the best. So I told 
him, “I want to do that.” 

He chuckled at me and  
said, “You realize that not 
many people can pass the 
rigorous training to be a 
Ranger?”  

I said, “That’s fine. I’ll 
do it.” I got a contract for 
a guaranteed chance to be 
a Ranger, but I still had to 
go through the training. 
I went through all the 
training and I made it into 
Ranger battalion. From 
that point on, when I went 
home, people started to 
call me Ranger. All my 
friends who were not 
Rangers in the military 
called me Ranger as well. 
My community, around my 
friends, my family, they 
all call me Ranger now 
because that’s what I did in 
the military.
How do you 

feel about your 
nickname?
The name Ranger means a 
lot to me. It’s for those who 
have served alongside me 
and those who sacrificed 
before and after me. So as 
simple as my story may 
be, the magnitude of the 
name carries immense 
weight and honor.

When people in 
your circle have 
called you Ranger 
for years, is it weird 
when someone uses 
your real name?
It is. In fact, I’ve got four 
kids and my youngest 
is about to be five and 
when people ask her 
what her daddy’s name 
is, she says, “Ranger.” 

My kids have heard it so 
much that they tell people 
my name is Ranger. I 
have a small handful of 
people that precede my 
military service, they will 
on occasion call me by 
my real name in front 
of people and I look at 
them and it just sounds 
strange. My mom, my wife 
and a few friends still call 
me Curtis. It causes an 
awkward reaction out of 
me now because more 
people call me Ranger 
than by my real name now. 
It’s weird.

What do you want 
people to know about 
your nickname?
My name is not about 
bragging about my service 

but is that I want to brag 
about those who are 
continuing to serve in all 
roles. It’s really just my 
way of planting the flag 
and sticking a memorial 
up for the remainder of 
my days on this earth for 
those who I have had the 
honor to call brother and 
sister. Veterans just don’t 
get as much recognition 
and love in this country 
as I feel they deserve. 
These guys in special 
operations groups like 
Rangers, Green Berets, 
Seals and Delta Force that 
are out there right now 
as we speak, doing some 
really, really dangerous, 
hazardous things for our 
country, for me and you.

CURTIS 

SMITH 
RANGER

Sam Houston 
State University, 
2012
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How did you get the 
name Chef?
It was when I was a 
college freshman. I came 
back to the shelter and 
one of my brothers, Gary 
Marlin (Western Kentucky 
University, 1991), asked 
me amongst the other 
brothers where I’d been 
all day. I said, “I’ve been 
working down at our 
cafeteria.” He said, “Well, 
you’re Chef Our Boy 
Derek.” So from that one 
little statement, for the 
rest of that semester, 
everybody called me Chef 
Our Boy Derek. Then it 
became Chef Derek and 
then Chef D and then 
just Chef. So over time it 
became Chef, but that’s 
kind of how it started.

How do you 
feel about your 
nickname?
I think if it had just gone to 
just Chef in the beginning, 
I might’ve been like, “Hey, 
my name is Derek?” But 
because it was Chef Our 
Boy Derek and people 
used to take the time to 
say that, I just thought it 
was kind of funny and I 
was open to it. There really 
wasn’t anything different 
about it. The next thing I 
knew, it stuck. 

When did you lean 
into the name Chef?
The first time I just said, 
“Okay, this is what it’s 
going to be,” was probably 
right before I graduated. 
Everyone called me Chef.

As far as outside of my 
chapter, it started during 
my second year or third 
year of advising, when 
the guys expanded Chef, 
to Chef Diesel and Chef 
Daddy. Even now I’ve got 
another generation of 
Delts calling me Chef. 
When I go to a division 
conference, I might as well 
say, “I’m Chef,” because 
there are too many people 
there calling me Chef, so 
I don’t want to confuse 

anyone by saying my real 
name. 

How does it feel 
knowing the name 
Chef has lived on?
It’s pretty cool. Gary 
Marlin, who first called 
me Chef Our Boy Derek, 
has since passed but I was 
able to thank Marlin for 
giving me the nickname 
after reconnecting on 
Facebook a few years ago. 
I don’t know that people 
get to do that very often. 
Most of the time, you get 
a nickname and it just 
kind of, just happens but 
I thanked him because it 
defined a lot of who I am 
as a Delt. 

DEREK

OLIVE
CHEF

Western Kentucky
University, 1991



NAMES
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It's a tradition 
and a rite of 

passage that I 
believe every 
new member 

looks forward 
to having 

because of how 
often the names 

are used in the 
chapter."

NAMES

NAMES
at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
(RPI) are a celebrated tradition among 
the Upsilon Chapter. Mug names are 
essentially nicknames given to new 
members. There is history recorded 
that shows mug names are almost as 
old as the chapter, but most don’t know 
when or how the tradition started.

“I do not know why they started 
in the first place,” Andrew Taber 
(Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, 
2002) said. “Perhaps so they wouldn’t 
have to differentiate by calling 
someone John P. and John A.? Or 
because it was funny to call someone 
“Poodle”? It’s anyone’s guess, and that 
adds to the mystery of it all.”

RPI Delts from the 1950s shared 
stories of mug names and using them 
back then, but it was more of a mix 
between mug names and real names. 

“Whatever the reason, the Upsilon 
Chapters does have a strong tradition 
of taking them seriously (or not-
so-seriously, as the case may be),” 
Taber said. “It’s a tradition and a rite 
of passage that I believe every new 
member looks forward to having 
because of how often the names are 
used in the chapter.”

For “Chucko” (Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute, 1977), he recalls 
the night being a little tense before the 
mug names were revealed. “You didn’t 
want that embarrassing moment to 
be immortalized in your mug name,” 
Chucko said. “I did not remember 
what my name was announced as, but 
henceforth, I was always known as 
‘Chucko.’”

Sometimes picking a mug name can 
be challenging, but thankfully, there 
is a rule book for the tradition. “We 
always tried to have: a bird, a fish, an 
acronym, an inanimate object and so 
on. As a whole, it was a good system. 
I don’t know if it’s the same now, but I 
assume something of that nature is still 
in place. Provided there are enough 
new members,” Taber said. “There is 
some unwritten history handed down 
where we cover a handful of types of 
names. For example, Ostrich is a bird 
from the ’98 pledge class. Dove is from 

Andrew Taber (Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute, 2002)
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’99. Kiver is the fish from ’99.”
The point of the system 

was not to give out a “cool” 
mug name but something 
that captures each member’s 
persona. “Can you imagine 
someone being named ‘turbo, 
ninja master’ or ‘lightning 
man?’ It would be pretty lame. 
Being named ‘Cinderella’ is like 
‘aww, man! Guys, why?’ And 
then, over time, you just kind 
of become this caricature of 
precisely that.”

Some of Taber’s closest friends 
still call him Cinderella, but 
before him, there was Alice and 
Tinkerbell. During his time as 
an undergraduate in the chapter, 
there was a running theme of 
Disney characters. “I learned 
how to live with it and became 
Cinder, Cindy, Cinderella and so 

on. I stopped trying to be cool 
in situations and learned to be 
myself, goofy flaws and all.” 

Not every mug name sticks 
like Chucko and Cinderella, 
some members end up with an 
adopted mug name, but very few 
brothers are referred to by their 
real name in the chapter. 

The power of the mug name, 
while silly, is a way to connect 
with members from different 
generations. “I always enjoy 
when alumni who never lived 
in the chapter [shelter] together 
can share common bonds,” Taber 
said. “Mug names are certainly 
a part of that connection. The 
ever-popular question of, ‘How 
did you get your name?’ is a 
great way to connect during 
alumni weekend or other events.”

“I did not remember what my name was announced as but henceforth I was always known as Chucko. 
Imagine my surprise about 30 years later when I looked at the back of my mug and saw ‘Chuck,’” Chucko said. 

 Can you imagine 
someone being 
named turbo, ninja 
master or lightning 
man? It would be 
pretty lame." 
Andrew Taber (Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute, 2002)
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Humans are social—we share 
emotions non-verbally, through 
body language and physical 
touch, and we find unique ways 
of showing a deeper connection. 
Using nicknames is one way 
to demonstrate camaraderie, 
so it’s no surprise we find 
nicknames among fraternity 
brothers. Among friends it can 
be affirming to hear a friendly 
name—a nickname can enhance 
a friendship making a person 
feel a stronger connection.

When it comes to nicknames 
though, be judicious in deciding 
what is appropriate and what 
is not. You may think you are 
giving someone an affectionate 
nickname only to find out your 
choice makes the recipient 
uncomfortable. The wrong 
nickname can be offensive, 
sarcastic or demeaning. It can 
also be considered as hazing or 
sexual harassment. Even a name 
that sounds innocuous can be 
inappropriate depending on 
how it is used and by whom. 

Demeaning names and 
names that generate negative 
implications are never 
appropriate and are especially 
harmful if used by a person in a 
position of power. Professional 
ethics and common-sense are 
required in your chapter, on 
campus, in the workplace and in 
your community.  

Respect and Boundaries
As brothers, we have a 
responsibility to respect others 
and abide by boundaries. 
Calling someone by a nickname 
is only acceptable if you have 
established a solid intimate 

relationship. It's important to 
carefully consider differences 
in cultures, standing and 
generation. Never call someone 
a name that could offend and 
before calling anyone something 
other than a given name, be 
certain you know them well 
enough to know that they will 
be okay with it. Be courageous 
in standing up for others and 
be sure everyone around you is 
treated with respect. 

Undesirable Nicknames
It’s important to stand up 
for yourself and others and 
correct someone who is using 
an undesirable nickname. 
Before you confront someone, 
make sure you understand the 
intent of the nickname. You 
might be offended, but they 
might not have meant it in an 
offensive way. So, while you can 
and should correct them, you 
may not want to initiate the 
conversation as a confrontation. 
However, if you can tell the 
name was not meant in an 
appropriate way, let the person 
know you don’t appreciate the 
name and clarify what you 
would like to be called.

The Fraternity embraces the 
value of faith to convey fidelity, 
loyalty, trust and honor among 
men. Faith means trusting the 
people around you will choose 
to do the right thing, providing 
they have the necessary 
information and understand the 
consequences of their actions. 
Relationships are built on truth. 
Be courageous in respecting 
others by using the right names. 

Names Can Lift You

As a kid, Michael Jordan’s nickname 
was “Magic Jordan” a link to Magic 
Johnson. When Jordan entered the 
NBA in 1984, Johnny “Red” Kerr, the 
color commentator for the Chicago 
Bulls gave him the nickname 
“Captain Marvel,” which never stuck. 
Eventually he earned the nicknames 
“Air Jordan” and “His Airness” for 
his huge dunks and high-flying style.

Sticks and Stones
The childhood chant of “Sticks and 
stones will break my bones, but 
names will never hurt me,” implies 
that hurtful words cannot cause 
physical pain and will be ignored—
but words can hurt. They can insult, 
degrade and haunt a person. Think 
of Hugh Jackman, who as a child 
had legs so skinny kids called him 
“Sticks.” On “The Tonight Show 
Starring Jimmy Fallon,” Jackman 
told Fallon, "For about 12 years, 
[they called me] 'Sticks' for my 
skinny legs. I worked out and I cried, 
and now I'm Wolverine!" Cruel or 
mean-spirited nicknames are never 
appropriate. Wolverine knows who 
picked on him even years later. 
  

A Name is Your Identity
Your name is part of your personal 
identity. It can help launch greatness 
or hold you back. Political leaders 
and celebrities are known to take 
on names different from their birth 
names: 

• Bill Clinton was born William 
Jefferson Blythe, III.

• Gerald Ford was born Leslie 
Lynch King, Jr.  

• Elton John was Reginald 
Kenneth Dwight. 

A Brother’s Name,  
A Brother’s Bond
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Since our founding in 
1981, the Delta Tau 
Delta Educational 
Foundation has made 
a significant effort 
to recognize those 
donors who have 
paved the way for 
future generations. 
Below is a summary 
of how our most 
visible recognition 
societies came to be 
and how their names 
were derived. 

DELTA ALPHA 
KAPPA SOCIETY

Our newest giving 
society launched in 
2014, the Delta Alpha 
Kappa Society seeks 

to recognize those 
donors that choose 
to support the Delta 
Tau Delta Educational 
Foundation via 
recurring gifts. The 
initials were first 
added to Fraternity 
images in 1870 and 
stood for a secret 
motto within Delta 
Tau Delta, which later 
became one of the 
first public motto’s 
in the Greek world. It 
translates to: “Labor 
for the beautiful and 
the good.” Donations 
made via a regular 
payment plan 
(monthly, quarterly 
or yearly) are a 
convenient and easy 

way to support the 
Foundation. Credit 
or debit cards can 
be set up to run on 
the first or the 15th 
of every month. 
Making a recurring 
gift allows you to 
build a significant 
contribution through 
smaller installments.

ORDER OF  
THE C---

From the early days 
of the Fraternity, the 
goal of every Delt has 
been to lead a life of 
“practical, everyday 
service.”  The Order of 
the C--- was started 
in 1996 as an exclusive 

insider’s club to help 
grow the major and 
planned gift programs 
of the Foundation. As 
a result of the initial 
success, members 
asked that it become 
a permanent giving 
club within the 
Annual DeltFund 
and be opened to 
all Delts to promote 
gifts of $1,000 or 
more each year. “The 
C---” is derived from 
the original private 
proceedings of the 
Fraternity dating back 
to 1877 and stood 
for The Crescent. 
Today, more than 70 
percent of the Annual 
DeltFund revenue 
comes from this loyal 
group. 

HERITAGE 
SOCIETY
The Heritage Society 
is a giving club of 
very special Delts 
and friends of the 
Foundation who have 
made special gifts 
to support the future 
of Delta Tau Delta 
through their estate 
plans. While most 
planned gifts are of an 
unrestricted nature, 
some are also made 
on behalf of individual 
chapters or for 
restricted scholarship 
funds. 
These special 
people understand 
that the future will 
always bring new 
challenges that 
may be unforeseen, 
but will require 
additional resources 
to overcome. Heritage 
Society members 
seek to recognize the 
historical importance 
of those who have 
preceded them while 

ensuring that the 
value of Fraternity 
membership 
descends to our 
newest brothers. 

BETHANY 
SOCIETY
The Bethany Society, 
the most recognizable 
of all Delt giving 
societies, was 
launched at the 1998 
Karnea in Kansas 
City, specifically for 
the “Building On 
Excellence” campaign. 
It recognizes a donor's 
lifetime giving and 
encourages major 
cash gifts of more 
than $25,000. To be 
a member of the 
Bethany Society, one 
must have pledged 
or given more than 
$25,000 or made an 
estate gift in excess of 
$100,000. 

BETHANY 
BLAZER

Recipients receive a 
Bethany Blazer with 
the Fraternity’s coat 
of arms. The blazer is 
green in recognition 
to the special 
relationship between 
the Fraternity and 
Bethany College. 
Blazers are purchased 
by Former Foundation  
Chairman Norval 
Stephens (DePauw, 
1951) and his wife, 
Diane. It is their way 
of saying thank you 
to the many alumni 
who have brought 
the Foundation to 
its current status as 
well as those who 
are helping write the 
next chapter in the 
Foundation's story  
of support for Delta  
Tau Delta.

what’s behind 
the name?

RECOGNITION SOCIETIES
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For decades, the Delta Tau Delta Educational Foundation has been the home of charitable funds that support the 
developmental objectives of the Fraternity and its members. Since the early 1900s, generous donors have supported the 
future needs of young Delts. Many of these funds were given names to honor, memorialize and recognize special Delts. Others 
were simply named by identifying their subject matter. In either case, by creating and endowing a fund that carries a named 
award, the primary donor or donors form a legacy that endures the test of time. Future generations come to know not only the 
award’s specific name but a story as well. Go to www.delts.org/scholarship-list to apply. 

WHAT’S IN A NAME(D) FUND?
Most everyone has a story about how they got their name. In some cultures, babies are named after the day they were born, 
others after parents and grandparents, and some after friends, relatives or family members who have passed away. Often, 
names are simply given in honor. The same is true of the various scholarships, fellowships and grants within the Delta Tau 
Delta Educational Foundation.

Have you ever wondered about the Kenneth A. File Award for Undergraduate Excellence, the Charles T. Boyd Scholarship or 
the Fischbach Medical Scholarship?

Named funds can be endowed with as little as $25,000 through the Delt Foundation and can serve a variety of purposes. 
For example, fellowships can be established that support attendance at educational programs and events; scholarships 
can be created to recognize, reward and support academic excellence; and grants can be developed to provide backing for 
specific initiatives. If you are interested in endowing a named fund, please contact the Delt Foundation at 317.284.0210 or 
Foundation@Delts.org.

File Scholarship & Award for 
Undergraduate Excellence
Named after Kenneth File (Kansas 
State, 1981), former President of 
the Educational Foundation and 
former Executive Vice President. 
The Ken File Scholarship is awarded 
to undergraduate members who 
demonstrate excellence, leadership 
and academic achievement while 
living the Mission and Values of 
the Fraternity. Established in 1996 
to recognize individual efforts of 
excellence as well as superior 
academic achievement. This 
scholarship is awarded annually at 
Division Conferences.

Charles T. Boyd Scholarship
Established by the C.T. Boyd Family in 
memory of their husband and father, 
Charles T. Boyd (North Carolina, 
1921). This annual scholarship, for up 
to $1,000 each, is presented to Delts 
with the highest sophomore year GPA 
in each active undergraduate chapter 
in the states of North Carolina, South 
Carolina and Virginia.

Howard P. Fischbach (Kenyon 
College, 1906) endowed the 
Fischbach Medical Scholarship 
in 1947. As a medical doctor, 
Fischbach saw many medical 
students struggling financially while 
working and studying long hours. He 
identified an unmet need and decided 
to fill it. By awarding the Fischbach 
Medical Scholarship to a worthy 
member of Delta Tau Delta studying 
medicine, Fischbach has been able to 
offset the financial need of countless 
young Delts who have committed 
their lives to helping others long after 
he entered Chapter Eternal. 



VISIT THE 
TALKSPACE 
BLOG FOR 
MORE TOPICS

Delt’s Talkspace Partnership
In 2018, Delta Tau Delta announced a partnership 
with Talkspace, the global leader in online therapy. 
The partnership allows Delta Tau Delta to provide 
online counseling to the Fraternity’s more than 
9,000 undergraduate members enabling students 
to connect with licensed counselors from the 
convenience of their smartphones.

4 Steps for Confronting Someone 
Whose Humor is Offensive
There are many different perspectives on what 
constitutes humor, from deadpan to slapstick 
to insult, there tends to be a lot of variability in 
how people express their humor.

Read more 

https://redemption.talkspace.com/redemption/delts
https://www.talkspace.com/blog/
https://www.talkspace.com/blog/offensive-humor-confrontation-discussion/
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